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From the Christian Magazine. 


THOUGHTS ON GODLY ZEAL, from 
Gal. iv. 18. But itis good tobe 
zealously affected always in a good 
thing. 


The churches in Galatia received 
the gospel by the ministry of Paul, 
aud seemed to be in a flourishing 
state for a while ; but in process of 
time, when Pau! was absent, Judai- 
zing teachers crept in, sowed tares, 
and turned them away from that 
simplicity which is in Christ ; the 
simplicity of dependence on Chrst’s 
righteousness for acceptance with 
God ; the simplicity of the life of 
faith on the grace that is in Jesus ; 
the simplicity of worship in the 
spiritual ordinances of the gospel 
church ; and the simplicity of obe- 
dience in a holy conversation.— 
These teachers covered their insid- 
ious designs witha mask of zeal for 
the good of the Galatians, at the 
same time they secretly undermined 
the authority, and destroyed the in- 
fluence of the Apostle Paul. The 
apostle, who in preaching the gos- 
pel had no sinistrous end to pro- 
mote, in this chapter asserts the 


spiritual liberty of the church, and 
shows that she is no longer in her 
minority; but in Christ enjoys a 
generous freedom from sin, trom the 
curse of the moral law, and from 
the ceremonial yoke, which the 
church in no age could bear. He 
narrates the reception they gave 
him when he first preached the gos- 
pel among them, ver. 15—and con- 
trasts it with their present conduct 
to him in treating him as an enemy 
because he told them the truth. dn 
the 17th verse, he describes the 
character of these false teachers, 
“that they zealously affected the 
Galatians,” used every at to concil- 
late their regard, “ but not well,” 
not in a lawful honourable manner, 
but to promote some mercenary de- 
sign. ‘‘ Yea,” says he, “ they would 
exclude you,” from the church, by 
excommunication, or otherwise nul- 
lify the christian church to bring 
you into one of their own framing. 
Some manuscripts read ws instead 
of you, and probably this is the true 
reading, and sets their hatred at the 
true apostles of Christ in a just 
light: that they would exclude them 
from any part in Christ, that they 
might affect, or show their mighty 
zeal for the churches in Galatia.— 
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In the 18th verse, the apostle des- 
cribes true zeal, whereverit is. “It 
is good,”’ that is, lawful and praise- 
worthy, agreeable to the moral law, 
and, exercised upon proper occa- 
sions, itis profitable to men, “ to 
be zealously affected,” not only to 
possess the principle, but to have it 
3na great degree, and in vigorous 
operation. The original word in 
the Greek for it, is one which can- 
not be expressed by any one English 
word sufficiently energetic, and 
therefore our translators have with 
great propriety used two, ‘ zeal- 
ously affected.”’ It is good “ al- 
ways’? to be zealously affected. 
Not only on great occasions, or 
when we are in the fervour of youth, 
and can procure applause for our 
zeal, or for some particular notions, 
which are dear to us as life; but 
always, while God has a cause in 
the world, while truth is intrinsic 
ally valuable, and while its enemies 
are many, powerful, and subtle.— 
But it is “ in a good thing,” i. e. in 
a thing lawful in itself, and exerci- 
sed when Providence gives a prop- 
er opening. Many are zealous, but 
their zeal is the intemperance of 
their own passions boiling over,to 
the hurt of the church and the inju- 
ry of society. We shall endeavour, 
therefore, in this paper, briefly to 
describe true and false zeal, to spe- 
cify some objects about which our 
zeal is to be exerted, and—offer a 
few thoughts to kindle that sacred 
flame in our breasts. 

Zeal, in its ordinary and scriptu- 
ral sense, is a strong affection of the 
mind to any object, with corres- 
ponding exertions in its behalf, and 
in opposition to its contrary. It is 
either good or bad, as the objects 
about which it is conversant are so. 
The false teachers in Galatia zeal- 
ously affected the church ; but sure- 


Thoughts on Godly zeal. 


ly their zeal was not inspired by the 


Spirit of God, nor regulated by his 


revealed will. ‘The pharisees com- 
passed sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and their conduct cer- 
ve? ought not to be imitated by 
us. Nothing in it deserves imitation, 
but their diligence and assiduity in 
prosecuting their end. Jehu said 
to his friend, “‘ Come see my zeal 
forthe Lord.” But if he had had 
real zeal for the Lord, it would not 
have been so ostentatious ; and the 
whole histo,y of that man proves 
that his political aversion to the 
family of Ahab, and some other sin- 
istrous motive, animated him in his 
bloody career. He did a piece of 
work for God, but was at the same 
time pursuing his own ends, and 
seeking his own honour. False 
zeal is commonly blind, proceedi 

from a norrow unenligtened mind; 
it confounds things that ought to be 
matter of testimony, with those 
that should be matter of mutu- 
al forbearance among all good 
men, and especially in the same re- 
ligious socicty. It is, like the pit 
whence it proceeds, all fire, and yet 
is destitute of light. This principle 
generally is all on fiire about mat- 
ters of trifling importance: Our 
blessed Lord loosed the woman, 
who met him in the synagogue, from 
her infirmity on the sabbath-day.— 
Surely a most benevolent action, and 
no breach of the moral law, which 
allows works of necessity and mer- 
cy. But the narrow-minded ruler 
of the synagogue could not brook 
such a violation of the law; and he 
had indignation, or was constrained 
by a religious zeal to reprove the 
friends of the woman, for bringing 
her within the sphere of Christ’s 
beneficence on the sabbath. Our 
Lord, however, knowing at whom he 
aimed, withstood him to the face for 
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his want of humanity and knowl- 
edge in the Jaw. ‘“ Thou hypo- 
crite,” &c. Luke xiii. 11,—18.— 
Ungodly zealots are very bigotted 
and intolerant to others, as if none 
knew any thing, or were zealous for 
any thing, but themselves. The 
disciples of Jesus, even the benev- 
olent John also, reckoned them- 
selves very zealous, because they 
forbade a man, whe cast out devils 
in Christ’s name, and did not follow 
with them. Our Lord set them 
right in this particular, and tactily 
reproved them for such contracted 
notions, Mark ix. 38,—40. False 
zeal is furious, and tends to perse- 
cution. We know who says of him- 
self, concerning zeal, persecuting 
the church, Phil. iii. 6 ; and the 
disciples of Jesus showed that they 
were of the same spirit, when they 
were desirous of power from him, 
to command fire to come down from 
heaven, and to consume a village of 
the Samaritans, Luke ix. 51,—57. 
False zeal, whatever mask it as- 
sumes, is always and universally 
selfish : how can it be otherwise, 
for it flows from an unrenewed self- 
ish mind? Every natural man “ is 
buried,” as one says, ‘‘ ina gulph of 
selfishness,” and every thing he does 
is just a modification of self-love.— 
These sublime principles, the hon- 
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Jesus of Nazareth. He reckoned 
it the most importaut duty of his 
life to kill christians and efface 
christianity from the earth! Uzzah 
had perhaps a good intention when 
he endeavoured to support the tot- 
tering ark of God ; perhapshe meant 
to preserve the dignity of the pro- 
cession, and make if venerable to 
every spectator ; but his conduct was 
rashness, and a breach of a law 
which he ought to have known.— 
And the Jews, in killing the follow- 
ers of Jesus, reckoned they did God 
service ; whereas they could do no- 
thi ~ nore abominable in his sight, 

On the other hand, godly zeal is 
from heaven, is kindled at God’s ho- 
ly altar, and is a fruit of his Holy 
Spirit. When a person is regene- 
rated, his principles and views chan- 
ged, he then begins to be zealously 
affected. His zeal is according to 
knowledge ; not a blind furious pas- 
sion, but an enlightened regular af- 
fection. It is not like a comet, 
which shakes desolation from its 
tail, and alarms the world; but like 
the sun, which irradiates, warms, 
and cheers the uniyerse. ‘This zeal 
is not directed against mens persons, 
but against their errors, and for their 
realadvantage. Itis fully consist- 
ent withthe most unfeigned sympa- 
thy, mutual! forbearance, highest ex- 


our of God and the salvation of ercise of charity, and undissembled 


men, never animated a carnal mind. 
Nay, the zealot pursues an interest 
totally distinct from the glory of Je- 
hovah and ihe general advantage of 
the universe, and sects the honour 
and interests of an animated atom 
in competition with these important 
ends. In fine, false zeal puts on a 
religious grimace and affects a reli- 
gious end, though the means are un- 
lawful.- Paul thought, in the days 
of his ignorance, that he ought to 
do many things against the name of 


humaniéy towards our brother. It 
does not push to extremities, till 
more lenient measures have been 
used. Itis, however, bold and res- 
olute in the cause of God and truth. 
Nothing will make it hide its 
face, or stop its mouth.— 
When a prince in Israel wrought 
folly inthe face of a weeping con- 
gregation, and the judges neglected 
their duty, being intimidated by the 
frown of power, Phineas rose from 
his seat, grasped a javelin in his 
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hand, and in the purest zeal for Je- 
hovah executed judgment upon the 
daring wretches. See his stern coun- 
tenance, his stretched-ont arm, and 
his firm step in the cause of God! 
Numb. xxv.6,—10. Elijahwas al- 
so very jealous for the Lord God of 
hosts: nothing could damp his zeal. 
He almost stoood single and alone, 
as toa faithful profession, in a very 
degenerate time. Ahab and Jeze- 
bel, and their deluded imitators, felt 
no grief when the altars of Jehovah 
were thrown down, his covenant 
broken, and his prophets slain; but 
not so Elijah. The zealof God’s 
house eat him up ; and his zeal was 
inflamed at every thing which dis- 
honoured his invisible Friend.— 
Paul, though in general a most ac- 
commodating man, yet in the face of 
his senior, but dissembling brethren, 
stood like a rock, and wouid not 
give subjection, no not for an hour, 
to any man, nor any custom, that re- 
tarded the progress of the gospel. 
The world being judge,Paul was fas- 
tidiously scrupulous; but in the 
light of scripture, we discern in tit 
a well informed, steady, unaccom- 
modating zeal. See Gal. it. through- 
out. This boldnessis not, however, 
rashness or fool-hardiness. Some- 
times God cries to his charch “to 
sit still and to keep silence,” and 
happy are they who discern time 
and judgment ; butif we sit still or 
keep silence when we should come 
forth or speak to the glory of God, 
our want of zealis obvious and stri- 
king, Isa. xxx. 7.; Amosv. 13. ;— 
Judges, 5th chapter throughout.— 
God had a cause to plead, and a 
buttle to be fought with his enemies. 
On that occasion, the tribes should, 
with the utmost dispatch, have turn- 
ed out toaman. A sense of com- 
mon danger, the honour of their 
country, love of liberty, and a spirit 
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of religion, should have made them 
all heroes in this glorious cause.— 
But alas! how few are zealous for 
their God and country? Reuben 
was divided, and weak as water, and 
lingered so long that the victory was 
over. Gilead abode beyond Jor- 
dan, and allowed them to fight who 
pleased. Dan shut themselves up in 
their ships, and underneath their 
hatches sold their liberties! Asher 
heard of the battle at a distance, and 
hid themselves in the gaps of their 
sheep-folds. Meroz,cursed Meroz, 
scorned to share in the honours of 
the day. But other tribes jeopard- 
ed their lives, and hazarded all for 
the honour of Israel. Let us go 
and do likewise. In consequence 
of much prayer to God, and with 
the deepest humility of mind, let 
us be very jealous for God and his 
truth. 
(to be concluded in our next.) 
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From the Christian Magazine. 
ON RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSIES. 


We have heard of a time, when 
the whole human race spake one 
language, but we never heard of 
them all thinking in the same man- 
ner. In their sentiments there 
seems as great variety as in their 
external appearance ; so that we 
can neither find two minds, nor twe 
bodies, in all points the same.— 
Even upon religious subjects, re- 
specting which it is of the ut- 
most importance to be right, there 
is great diversity of opinion. Eve- - 
ry doctrine is disputed. In mana- 
ging our religious profession, we 
must hoid a weapon with one hand, 
while we work and build with the 
other. To see truth without a vail, 
to have every thing which obscyres 
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it removed, is one of the privileges 
- of that state, where that which is in 
part shall be done away, and that 
which is perfect shall come. The 
saints have an anointing from the 
Holy One, teaching them every 
thing essential to salvation, and in 
these they do not differ ; but there 
are many things of less importance, 
on which they are not likeminded, 
and about these they often dispute 
with the greatest keenness. ‘These 
differences, and the way in which 
they are generally managed, grieve 
the minds of those wao are for 
peace ; so that,for the relief of such, 
it may be proper to consider the de- 
sign with which God permits such 
differences, and the benefits which 
result from them to the church. 

When mention is made of the ben- 
efits arising from religious differen- 
ces, no one, certainly, will con- 
clude, that it is meant to represent 
them as good things, or to recom- 
mend disagreement to the members 
of the church. No: In themselves, 
and in the way in which they are 
conducted, they are generally very 
bad. They are conceived by lust, 
and they bring forth sin. ‘ ‘They are 
productive of good, but it is nearly 
im the same way as the sword, the 
famine, the noisome beast, or the 
pestilence. They are the Lord’s 
sore judgment ; but he sends them 
abroad in the earth, that the inhab- 
itants of the world may learn right- 
eousness. From the greatest evil, 
the Divine Agent can extract good. 
He makes the wrath of manto praise 
him ; and even when it leads to re- 
ligious differences, and breaks ferth 
in intemperate disputes, it is made 
to promote the interests of his 
kingdom. 

Had there never been among men 
any difference of sentiment upon 
divine subjects, their religious 

Vor. 1. 2 
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knowledge, in all probability, would 
have continued much more limited 
than it presently is. ‘The enemy 
hath brought in error like a flood, 
and the Spirit of the Lord hath lift- 
ed up against him a standard, to 
which we must look in our religious 
warfare. ‘The pernicious opinions 
maintained by the Scribes and 
Pharisees gave rise to many of our 
Lord’s most excellent discourses ; 
and to correct errors which had 
crept into the primitive church, the 
apostles wrote the greater part of 
their epistles. ‘To similar causes 
have we been indebted for the 
greater number of those excellent 
religious books which have been 
wrote since the age of inspiration 
passed. They are books of con- 
troversy, composed for the destruc- 
tion of errors. It seems often to 
be necessary, that a doctrine should 
be brought forward to view asa 
subject of dispute, ere it can attract 
general attention, or be studied 
with diligence ; for few doctrines 
of our religion have obtained a 
careful investigation till they were 
controverted. ‘Iron sharpenéth 
iron, so a man sharpeneth the coun- 
tenance of his friend.”” The spir- 
it of controversy hath often given 
an uncommon keenness and perse- 
verance to the human mind, and 
hath led men to a diligence in 
searching the scriptures, and an in- 
genuity in discovering their mean- 
ing, which perhaps they would not 
otherwise have attained. Thus 
truth hath been studied with aston- 
ishing industry and success. ‘The 
most important doctrines of reli- 
gion have successively been brought 
forward, and made the subject of 
controversy, till the truth respect- 
ing them hath been so firmly estab- 
lished, that it must carry conviction 
to the mind of every man who ex- 
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amines the subject impartially.— 
Some matters of less moment have 
not yet been so fully discussed ; but 
there is reason to hope, that they 
also shall be so convincingly illus- 
trated, as to enlighten every mind 
not altogether blinded by ignorance, 
interest, prejudice, or passion. 
Religious differences have taught 
men, not only to think more prop- 
erly, but also, to express them- 
selves with more precision. They 
have improved our knowledge, and 
our manner of communicating our 
knowledge. Through want of at- 
tention, we are often in danger of 
using language upon divine subjects, 
which will bear a bad intcrpreta- 
tion, and may mislead the minds of 
the unwary. Concious that we mean 
nothing amiss, we ourselves observe 
not the embiguity of expression, 
and it is overlooked by our friends, 
who are disposed to put the fairest 
construction upon our words ; but 
an adversary sees it at once, and 
seldom fails to expose it. ‘Thus we 
are led to study a precision in our 
language which otherwise we would 
not have observed, and labour to 
fied words which express neither 
less normore than we actually mean. 
The first uninspired christian wri- 
ters, not rendered cautious by hav- 
ing sentiments wrested from their 
words which never entered their 
minds, wrote so vaguely upon ma- 
ny religious topics, that men of op- 
posite sentiments have each thought 
themselves supnorted by their wri- 
tings ; and previous to the disputes 
introduced by Arminius, men of 
undoubted orthodoxy used express- 
ions respecting the doctrines of 
grace, that appear to us very ex- 
ceptionable. Their inferiors in 
other respects excel them at pres- 
ent in propriety of language.— 
Though less able warriors, yet 


ar are 


grown cautious by experience, we 
more seldom sufler an enemy to 
take us at a disadvantage. 

There is also some reason to 
conclude, that the cause of moral- 
ity hath at times been indebted to 
the diilerences in opinion among 
mankind. ‘These give light to our 
understandings, precision to our 
language, and regularity to our lives. 
Men of opposite sentiments are 
centinels upon each others conduct. 
The fear of reproach from one of 
another party, deters some from 
indolence and sin, who are not de- 
terred by the fear of God, and of- 
ten increases the caution and the 
exertions of those who are influen- 
ced by better principles. Obser- 
vation does not teach us, that pie- 
ty prospers most where there is the 
greatest harmony in sentiment ; for 
there, men are often found to give 
themselves up to ignorance and in- 
dolence, while true religion is more 
flourishing where there is much di- 
versity of sentiment. When a 
man’s principles are different from 
those of many around him, and 
meet with much opposition, he 
studies to understand them, and 
must be regular in his conduct.— 
His principles are attacked, and he 
must be able to defend them. His 
conduct is narrowly inspected, and 
he is afraid of incurring reproach. 
A Papist in a Protestant, and a 
Protestant ina Catholic country, 
are generally much more intelligent 
and respectable characters than the 
greater part of their brethren in 
places where their own opinions 
prevail. 

Disputants often administer to 
each other very necessary reproofs. 
No religious sect is blameless, and 
even those who write for the refor- 
mation of others, are far from be- 
ing themselves without fault. But 
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often they are left to learn their 
faults from their enemies. Their 
friends through partiality overlook 
them, or want the courage which 
is necessary for a faithfyl reprover. 
Their opponents are neither so 
blind nor scrupulous. From them 
they will hear fully their own faults, 
and the faults of the party with 
which they are connected, and 
will have laid to their charge things 
which, they abhor, but for which, 
from something incautious in their 
words or conduct, they may seem 
to be justly blamed. Thus we 
are taught to avoid real errors, 
and to flee even from the appear- 
ance ofevil. It is the duty of every 
man to listen to those who differ 
from him, for the sake of the infor- 
mation which he may thus obtain 
respecting himself; for it is often 
the only way by which he can learn 
the errors and improprieties of his 
conduct. 
the human mind, men are often in 
danger of running into an extreme 
even in their opinions, and perhaps 
are often obliged to those of oppo- 
site sentiments for keeping them 
from extravagancies, and leading 
them to think with moderation, 
Even the wisest might not hold the 
balance so steadily between truth 
and error, if an adversary were not 
throwing somewhat into the lighter 
scale. 

A traveller, with a map of the 
country through which he is jour- 
neying, when he finds his way di- 
viding into a great number of paths, 
consults his instructor concerning 
the one he should pursue. Reli- 
gious disputes have led candid in- 
quirers after truth more frequently 
to their Bibles for instruction.— 
When bewildered by the reason- 
ings of men, they betake them- 
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God. Were all the religious world 
of one mind, the choosing our prin- 
ciples would be comparatively a 
light matter; there would not be 
the same need for diligent inqui- 
ry as the considerate now exercise; 
men would be in more danger than 
at present of being guided by ex- 
ternal circumstances, and taking 
their religion upon trusi. But as 
things are now situated, we are 
brought under a kind of necessity 
to think and inquire before we 
make a choice. There are such a 
variety of opinions, that the voice 
of God calls aloud, “ Prove all 
things, hold fast that which is good,” 
Even after we have adopted opin- 
ions, we are led by the controver- 
sies which are agitated, to examine 
the foundations of them, and thus 
are more likely to change our prin- 
ciples, if they are wrong, or to be 
established in them, if they are 


From the depravity of true, 


Religious differences also incul- 
cate prayer. Such diversity of 
opinion must undoubtedly teach 
the wise to be more diflident of 
themselves, and more dependent 
upon God. When every doctrine 
is controverted, and we must dis- 
pute every step we take; what can 
be more proper than prayer to the 
Father of Lights, that he would 
shine into our minds, guiding our 
feet into the way of truth, while, at 
the same time, we surrender our un- 
derstandings and hearts to his mat- 
agement ? This is the duty of all, 
and the faithful will perform it. 

But if it must be admitted, that 
from religious disputes some good 
results, it cafinot be denied, that 
they are also productive-of much 
evil. Men engage in them, as of- 
ten from pride and passion as from 
zeal to the truth ; as soon as they 


selves for relief to the oracles of commence, all love between th: 
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parties is often at an end; their 
minds are alienated from each oth- 
er, their passions are inflamed, rai- 
lings and false accusations occupy 
the place of arguments, friendly 
correspondence and kind offices are 
at an end. The controversies of 
professsed Christians resemble the 
perverse disputings of men of cor- 
rupt minds ; the ungodly laugh at 
both, and the cause of truth, which 
each pretended to vindicate, is ma- 
terially injured. 
controversy the most excellent per- 
sons have often been misled. It 
raises every inflammable principle 
of the mind; and touched by it, 
they who formerly seemed meek, 
explode with violence. Nor is this 
intemperance confined to those who 
differ about the most important 
truths. They indeed often treat 
one another, with a tenderness and 
decency, which neither of them ob- 
serve towards those whose differen- 
ces with them,are less materia!. The 
more numerous the truths in which 
men agree, the less forbearance do 
they often exercise toward one anoth- 
er respecting the remaining few in 
which they differ; and the bodies 
which appear to touch in almost ev- 
ery point, repel one another with 
the utmost violence. The greatest 
jealousy and ill-will often exist be- 
tween those who with respect to 
their principles are most nearly the 
same. 

Much of this mischief, however, 
might surely be ayoided. Were 
those who engaged in controversy 
actuated by no other motive but 
love to the truth; :“ while they 
combatted the opinions of their 
brethren, they maintained an ardent 
love to their souls, and urged all 
their arguments with the law of be- 
nevolence and kindness, they would 
tess frequently give offence, and find 
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their reasonings attended with more 
success. A Christian ought cer- 
tainly to conduct himself in this 


manner, especially when his oppo- 


nent is one of whom charity leads 
him to hope well. Anger, and re- 
proach, and railing accusations, are 
always improper, but most so, when 
they are directed against the excel- 
ent ones of the earth. ‘ The ser- 
vant of the Lord must not strive ; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to 


By the spirit of teach, patient,in meekness instruct- 


ing those that oppose themselves, if 
God, peradventure, will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth; and that they may recov- 
er themselves out of the snare of 
the devil who are taken captive by 
him at his will.” If thus we are to 
conduct ourselves toward the ene- 
mies of Jesus, with what gentleness 
and affection ought we to speak to 
his friends! ‘The period, however, 
at which controversies commence, 
is the hour of temptation, and we. 
never have more need than we have 
then to watchand pray. The grace 
of God only can teach us to con- 
tend earnestly for the faith once de- 
livered unto the saints; and at the 
same time to live under the influ- 
ence of that important truth, “* that 
we ought to love one another as 
Christ hath loved us.” 
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From the Evangelical Magazine. 


Phil. iw. 6.— 
Be careful for nothing, but in ev- 
ery thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving let your 


request be made known unto God. 


REFLECTIONS UPON 


Anxious cares torture the mind, 
and mar the pleasure of human life. 
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When the Apostle says, be careful 
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is thy petition? Think well. Do 


for nothing, he does not mean that you wish a new heart, the pardon 


‘we should be careless. Far froin 
it. He was a man of considerable 
diligence himself. and charged with 
cares of the most important kind ; 
and he has positively asserted, that 
if a man be not careful to provide 
for his own, he has denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel. The 
word which the Apostie here uses 
signifies a painful, anxious, and dis- 
trustful concern,* which is dishon- 
hourable to God, and distracting to 
the believer. From the passage 
thus introduced to our notice, we 
mey observe, 

l. That great anxiety about the 
worldisa powerful obstacle to pro- 
gress in religion; inasmuch as it oc- 
cupies the mind, and choaks the 
see) of divine truth. so that it can- 
not thrive.f It divides the affec- 
tions, and makes aman halt between 
two objects, as in the case of Detiias. 
** Love not the world, ne:her the 
things of the world, for if any man 
love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him.” It interrupts 
devotion. The closet, the family, 
and the temple, all rise up in loud 
complaints against the man of care, 
the man of the world. It precludés, 
yea, destroys the communion of 
saints. Worldly minded professors 
have no time, and Jess inclination 
for meetings of social prayer and 
christian conference. 

I]. Prayer is of divine appointment, 
and must be regarded accordingly. 
It is commanded, Matt. xxvi. 41.— 
and indeed men ought always to 
pray and not to faint. Prayer has 
been used in all ages in proportion 
as religion has prevailed. Reader, 
what dost though request ? What 


* To think solicitously, with trouble of 
mind. 


~ Luke viii. 14. &e. 


of sin, an humble mind, power 
over indwelling sin, assurance of 
hope, sanctification’? Then let 
your request be made known unto 
God by Jesus Christ, as your Me- 
diator, and great High Priest. 

lil. Gratitude for favours receiv- 
edis highly becoming the Christian. 
It is an amtable temper of mind, 
highly ornamental to the character. 
It shone in David with peculiar lus- 
tre, as appears from the Psalms ; 
and as it stands connected with 
deeds of kindness and charity to 
our brethren, it is our principle of- 
fering. ‘‘Whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth me.” 

The grand favour which demands 
our gratitude is the .:ft of Christ ; 
the way, the truth, and the life.— 
‘‘ He suifered for our sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring 
us unto God. He is the foundation 
and the chief corner stone. Yea, 
he is all in all.” 


——— 


FIELD OF WATERLOO. 


The tenth article in the last num- 
ber of the North American Review 
is upon a work by an American, 
published at Edinburgh in 1823, en- 
titled, Essays Descriptive and Mo- 
ral, on Scenes in Italy, Switzerland, 


and France. In briefly describing 


- the general character of the book, 


the reviewer remarks, “ It has been 
the object of the writer to give a 
deep and religious interest and col- 
ouring to a few separate scenes and 
circumstances, that chiefly arrested 
his attention, without attempting to 
mark the course of his jougneys, or 
to give a minute descriptton even of 


+ Heb. xiii. 15. 
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the portions on which he has _ cho- 
sen to dwell.” One of the scenes 
is the field. of Waterloo; and the 


Miscellaneous. 








covered. And so enriched is the 
soil, that in these spots the grain 
never ripens; it grows rank and 


reviewer has given us the follow- green to the end of the harvest.— 


ing extract from his reflections sug- 
gested by a view of this field : 


It struck my imagination much, 
s he, while standing on the last 
field fought by Bonaparte, that the 
batile of Waterloo should have 
been fought upon a Sunday. What 
a different scene for the Scottish 
Grays and English infantry, from 
that which at that very hour was ex- 
hibited by their relatives; when 
over England and Scotland each 
church bell had drawn together its 
worsiuppers ! While many a moth- 
er’s heart was sending up a prayer 
for her son’s preservation, perhaps 
that son was gasping in agony. 

Yet even at such a period, the 
lessons of his early days might give 
him consolation ; and the maternal 
prayer might prepare the heart to 
support maternal anguish. It is re- 
ligion alone which is of universal 
application, both as stimulant and 
lenitive, as it is the varied heritage 
of man to labour or endure. But 
we know that many thousands rush- 
ed into the fight, even of those who 
had been instructed in our own reli- 
gious principles, without leisure for 
one serious thought ; and thatsome 
officers were killed in their ball- 
dresses. ‘They made the leap into 
the gulf which divides two worlds, 
the present from the immutable 
state, without one parting prayer or 
one note of preparation ! 

As I Jooked over this field, now 
green with growing corn, | could 
mark with my eye, spots where the 
most desperate carnage had been 
marked out by the verdure of the 
wheat. The bodies had been heap- 
ed together, and scarcely more than 


This touching memorial, which en- 
dured when the thousand groans 
have expired, and when the stain 
of human blood has faded from the 
ground, still seem to cry to Heaven 
that there is awful guilt somewhere, 
and a terrific reckoning for those 
who had caused destruction which 
the earth would not conceal. The 
hillocks of superabundant vegeta- 
tion, as the wind rustled through the 
corn seemed the most affecting 
monuments which nature could de- 
vise, and gavea melancholy anima- 
tion to this plain of death. 

“ When we attempt to measure 
the inass of. suffering which was 
here inflicted, and to number the 
individuals that have fallen, consid- 
ering that each who suffered was 
our fellow man, we are overwhelm- 
ed with the agonizing calculation, 
and retire from the field whieh has 
been the scene of our reflections, 
with the simple concentrated feel- 
ing ; the armies once lived, breath- 
ed and felt like us, and the time is 
at hand when we shall be like 
them.” 


—_ 


YESTERDAY——TO-MORROW-—AND TO-~ 
DAY. 


What is Yesterday? A name 
given to what is dead, which, but 
for its death, could not have had a 
name. Yesterday gives up the very 
pretension to life: its fate is strange. 
Good deeds may have been perform- 
ed during its existence,or crimes may 
have marked its progress; but they 
are buried with it in the grave of 
time. True it is, their consequen- 








ces remain to bless or punish the 
beings who transacted them, The 
moment Yesterday receives its 
name, is the moment that proves it 
dead: it leaves a survivor, whose 
name is, ‘To-day, the name that 
Yesterday bore, and whose lot it 
will be to receive its predecessor’s 
new name, and to follow him to the 
region of silence and death To-mor- 
row. 

To-morrow’s fate is still more 
singular, it can never be said to 
live ; but it never perishes. When 
the bell speaks the midnight peal, 
fancy may picture it as being born ; 
and during the dull hours of darkness 
its expected approach may excite all 
the feelings of which our nature is 
susceptible thecrime-coverd wretch 
anticipates its coming with hope ; 
the avaricious man, with impa- 
tience; the philosopher, with un- 
moved placidity ; but it disappoints 
them all—it never comes; lov- 
ed and dreaded as it is, still it 
shrouds itself in obscurity—still it 
remains unseen. It is like a disem- 
bodied spirit permitted to haunt the 
mind of man. It is ever suggesting to 
us that the day is departing, that it 
is rapidly sinking to the tomb of its 
predecessor, Yesterday, and either 
buoys up the mind with hope, or 
harrows it with fear of what it shall 
produce—but lo! the morning 
breaks, and it is To-day! 

This is the best boon of heaven to 
man. ‘T'o-daygives us every oppor- 
tunity of improving our existence, 
and becoming, what the Omnis- 
cient intended we should become, 
useful members of society, vir- 
tuous and happy beings. ‘The past 
disappears from our veiw—a glo- 
rious future opens upon the sight ; 
but let us not supinely wait the 
promised To-morrow’s arrival to 
improve that future ; let To-day en- 
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gross all our attention, for the 
future must be rendered either 
happy or miserable io us, as we 
acquit ourselves of our duties to 
God and our neighbour in the pres- 
ent. 

If we look back upon Yesterday, 
it is a very shadow, empty and use- 
less as the promised gifts of To- 
morrow : how incumbent, then, is 
it upon us to 


Improve the present hour, for all beside 
Is a mere feather on the torrent’s tide. 


I 
From the Christian Magazine. 


THOUGHTS ABOUT SEARCHING THE 
SCRIPTURES. 


The word of God is a treasure of 
inestimable value. Happy are they 
that, like the noble Bereans, search 
it daily, and with increasing delight. 
In order to direct some humble en- 
quirer into the mind of Christ in 
the scriptures, | shall suggest the 
following cursory hints. 

I. We ought to read and search 
the scriptures with deep attention 
of mind. We ought to irerest 
ourselvesin what we read, and this 
will not fail to arrest the attention. 
To read the Bible as a tale of oth- 
er times. is infinitely dishonouring to 
God. We should remember that, 
in that book, God speaks, and 
speaks to us about things of eternal 
importance: Surely then it be- 
comes us to hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches. As we ought to 
take heed what we hear,sowe ought 
to attend while we read. There is 
a general inattention among men to 
divine things, and a heedless peru- 
sing of the scriptures; but these 
things ought not so to be. Reader 
of the Bible, do not read this sa- 
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cred volume superficially. Let 
thine heart be impressed with the 
majesty of God, which is every 
where appareut in thisblessed book. 
Read all the Bible, and let every part 
of divine truth have its own use and 
influence. God’s words are all infi- 
nitely precious : let none of them, 
then, escape thy notice. Search for 
divine knowledge as for hid treas- 
ures. Read as those. who believe 
that the scripturescontain all things 
necessary to be believed and done, 
all that can delight in this world and 
prepare for the next ; peruse them 
as containing the legacy of Christ 
to his church—eternal life. Read 
as an heir would read the testament 
of his deceased friend, or as a crim- 
inal the pardon of his Sovereign ; 
and as one who believes that the Bi- 
ble shall be produced at the day of 
judgment, before all worlds, as the 
rule of our condemnation or ac- 
quittal. 

iI. Search the scriptures with a 
teachable heart. Be willing to 
know and practice the word of 
God. Say to the great Prophet of 
the church, What I know not teach 
thou me. “Open mine eyes, that | 
may behold wonders out of thy law: 
and beyond all peradventure thou 
shalt be savingly instructed ; forthe 
meek will he guide in judgment, 
and teach them his way. ‘The se- 
cret of the Lord is with those that 
fearhim. ‘The richin learning and 
critical knowledge he often sends 
empty away ; but the spiritually hun- 
gry he filleth with good things. Be 
not high-minded, but very hamble 
and diflident of thyself,when search- 
ing the scriptures. Sit at Christ’s 
feet with ali the modesty and docili- 
ty of a child ; and then, and never 
till then, wilt thou wonder at the 
gracious words which proceed out 
of hismouth. Let thy daily pray- 
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er be, Lord; what wouldst thor 
have me todo? Read, to get the 
conscience better informed about 
duty : a heart.to love it mure, and 
opportunities to discharge it ; tohate 
sinand love God more than thou hast 
hitherto done. Let an acquaint- 
ance with the scriptures make thee 
fitter for the service of God in this 
world, and for his enjoyment in eter- 
nity. My dear friend, be thou a 
walking Bible! a living example of 
all that is lovely and of a good re- 
port beforeGod and man! Let the 
volume of inspiration be a light to 
thy feet and a lamp to thy path, and 
thus shalt thou walk in thy way 
safely, and thy foot shall not stum- 
ble. 

III. Read the scriptures with re- 
verence as the wordof God. Ban- 
ish levity from thy mind when per- 
forming this duty. God is greatly 
to be feared, and his words have a 
sublimity and majesty in them that 
never can be equalled. Theyhave 
a force when spoken to the con- 
science by himself as aGod of wrath 
or mercy, that none can resist or 
avoid. As ahammer they break 
the rock in pieces. They are shar- 
per than any two-edged sword.— 
God’s word is heaven or hell, ac- 
cording as he speaks peace or war. 
He will magnify his word above alt 
his name. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but the truths of revela- 
tion will shine with eternal splen- 
dour. Read, therefore, the Bible 
with awful reverence. God will 
not allow man with impunity to 
slight, burlesque, or blaspheme it. 
Remember that the Bible contains 
the laws of heaven ;—the rule of 
duty ;—a revelation of the destiny 
of the universe ;—the words of the 
high and lofty One, who inhabiteth 
eternity: and who will trifle with 
such a volume in his hand’ Seareh 
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this book, therefore, with an awe of and love, and it will never fail to 
God on thy spirit. Remember that yield thee fresh strength and consol- 
the wrath of Jehovah is revealed in ation. It will never grow stale and 
the threatenings, and his mercy and insipid. Inspect this blessed book 
salvation in the promises. Reflect as a map of the heavenly country to 
on the authority of the great God, which thou art travelling, and use 
who can kill both soul and body for it as a staff on thy way thither. In 
ever. Read as in the presence of all thy doubts and fears it will be di- 
the God of the spirits of all flesh, rection, life, and comfort to thy 


bak and let his terrors make thee afraid, mind. With this resist the devil, ov- 


and his promises convey strong con- ercome the world; triumph in death, 


; ie solation to thy heart. See that thou and rejoice in it forever and ever. 
_» tremble at his word. When read- Old disciple, lean on the word of 


ing, remember that the effect of thy unchangeable God; _ it will re- 
these words reaches into eternity; main when heaven and earth have 
that nong of them will return unto passed away! Live by faith on the 
him void. And oh! think what an word of the truth of the gospel. 
awful thing it will be in a future Draw consolation in all thy infirmi- 
state to have rejected and despised ties from these wells of salvation, 
the word ef Ged in this! Once and look, through the light of scrip- 
more. ture, to the eternal world, where it 

iV. Searchthescripturesfrequent- shall be said, in eternal raptures, 
ly, and with delight. We join these not one word hath failed of all that 
two together, because the one is the the Lord hath spoken. Itis all come 
cause of the other: for what we to pass! Ye young men, hear the 
greatly love engages our frequent word of the Lord. Wherewith shall 
study. If we love God, we willre- a young man purify his way, but by 


joice in his word, as one that finds taking heed thereto according to 


great spoil ; and if we hate him, his God’s word? Be strong, and let the 
precious wordywill be the object of word of God abide in you. Lay it 
our greatest aversion. We may up in your memories, engrave it on 
search it as scholars, and speculate the tablet of your heart. Let the 
about it as philosophers, but will word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
never receive the truth in the love and bind it asa signupon your hands, 
of it, till we are renewed in the spir- and as frontlets between your eyes. 
it of our minds. David read in the Ye infidels, where will you find any 
law of God day and night ; and the thing like the doctrine of God’s ho- 
Bereans searched it daily. Mark ly word? Search all the Koran of 
the expression, reader, they did not Mahomet, all the writings of Plato, 
peep into it, or glance it once a- all the romances of our day; and 
month, but they searched it daily. then say, whether they contain any 
Go thou and do likewise. Beware thing worthy of God like the Bible ? 
of formality on the one hand, and of any thing to afford man present com- 
sloth on the other. Let not the Bi- fort, or to give him good hope against 
ble lie unopened beside thee one an = ecgeregs Sntgaedh Why do 
single day. Consult it as a daily you hate the Bible, and so ima- 
oracle ; follow it as a guide neces- gine a vain thing? Remember that 


sary every hour. Read it in faith the word of God is true, and if you 
Vor, |, 3 
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do not now believe it, it will fall up- 
on you through eternity, and grind 
- you to powder. 


From the Evangelical Magazine. 


THOUGHTS ON PSALM LVI.9. “ When 
T cry unto thee, then shall mine 
enemies turn back ; this I know, 


for God is for me.” 


Bishop Horne somewhere re- 
marks that “ the whole Bible is like 
the gardenof Paradise ; and the book 
of Psalms like the tree of life in 
the midst.””> And, indeed, the liv- 
ing consolations furnished to be- 
lievers from the psalms in general, 
shew the justness of the compari- 
son. 

The above passage will furnish 
three observations relative to chris- 
tian experience. The believer is 
often pursued and oppressed by 
enemies—Prayer to God is a prin- 
cipal means to overcome all! ene- 
mies—And, finally, confidence of 
success arises from an assurance of 
God’s favour. 

l. The believer is often pur- 
sued and oppressed by enemies.— 
The world with its various allure- 
ments. These entice the mind with 
pressing solicitude, and too often 
entangle the affections. Thus De- 
mas was caught, and forsook his 
best connections, and left the no- 
blest pursuits, at least for a time.— 
** Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world.” And, 
vlas! how many since that aeee 
yave forsaken the church of Christ, 
ind abandoned his righteous cause, 
from the same principle. Reader, 
learn from the folly of others, and 
stand upon thy guard. The devil 
with his numerous and strong tempt- 
ations; and the flesh with its pow- 
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erful corruptions. These unite to 
oppress the believer, and cause him 
to heave many a bitter sigh. The 
circumstances and experience of 
David, of Hezekiah, of Peter and 
of Paul, might be introduced to elu- 
cidate and prove the truth of these 
remarks. But for the sake of bre- 
vity (and magazine pieces require 
brevity) I pass on to observe, 

Il. That prayer to God is a prin- 
cipal means to overcome ene- 
mies. ‘“‘When I cry unto thee, 
then shall mine enemies turn back.” 
Moses prayed and overcame—Hez- 
ekiah prayed and overcame—J eho- 
saphat prayed and was victorious— 
David prayed and proved a con- 
queror. Inshort, who ever prayed 
in sincerity and failed of ultimate 
success ? It was a truth formerly 
and it is a truth now, that “* whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.”” Then let 
me, let my reader, in the way of 
faith and prayer, “resist the devil 
and he will flee from us.” 

III. Confidence of success arises 
from an assurance of God’s favour. 
“ This | know, for go is for me.”? 
The true believer may adopt this 
language (notwithstanding the ob- 
jections which some have urged 
against appropriation and experi- 
ence) and add, I know it from 
hence—He hath enlightened my 
dark mind, whereas I was blind, 
now | see—He hath sanctified my 
affections, I love the things of God, 
which I once despised. He hath 
renewed my will and disposed it to 
submission. He hath mortified my 
lusts, so that they do not reign, they 
have not the dominion over me.— 
He hath made his word precious to 
me a thousand and a thousand times. 
In short he hath revealed Christ to 
my heart as the only hope of glory, 
as “all and inall.” God is for 
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me.” Yes, believer, he is indeed 
for thee. His promises are for thy 
comfort, and they are “ exceeding 
great and precious.” [is Son is for 
thee, his blood was the ransom of 
thy soul, and he ever liveth to make 
intercession for thee. His Spirit is 
for thee ; in conjunction with his 
word he is thy sure guide in the path 
toheaven. His grace is for thy dai- 
ly support, and it is sufficient for 
thee. His power is for thy defence. 
His counsels are for thy direction. 
His heaven is for thy future and 
eternal residence. His angels are 
for thy companions. God himself 
is for thine everlasting portion.— 
Adopt the language of the prophet, 
and say, “ The Lord is my portion, 
saith my soul, therefore will I hope 
in him.” Is God for thee believer ? 
Then be sure to be for him in all 
thou hast, in all thou art. 


a 


And 
no man taketh this honcur unto 
himself, but he that is called of 


frod, as was Aaron. 


ELUCIDATION OF HEB. V. 4. 


The honour here spoken of is, 
the honour of being a Migh Priest, 
as appears by the next verse—so 
also Christ glorified not himself to 
to be a High Priest, but he that said 
unto him, thou art my son, to-day 
have I begotten thee. ‘This office 
was for the purpose of—offering 
gifts and sacrifices for sins, ver. 
1; and the Apostle having shewn 
ver. 2, that Jesus Christ was well 
qualified for the office, he proceeds 
here to observe, that he was properly 
called to it ; called to it in the same 
extraordinary way as Aaron was. 

The design, therefore, of this pas- 
sage is obvious. Jesus Christ is 
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the fligh Priest of our Christian 


profession. Into this most honour- 
able office he did not obtrude him- 
self uncalled; but was authorized 
by the father, in the same extra- 
ordinary manner as Aaron, the first 
High Priest of the Jews. 

This being the sense of the pas- 
sage, I have often been grieved to 
see it applied to the ordinary call 
of a Christian minister. For no 
Christian minister is (strictly and 
scripturally) a Priest, much) less a 
High Priest; nor can any one pre- 
tend to be called of God, as was 
Aaron. The ordinary call of a 
person tothe ministry consists in 
due qualifications for the work, a 
strong inclination to it, and the ap- 
probation of competent judges. 
But all this is totally different 
from the call of Aaron, or of 
Christ, to the High Priesthood ; 
and I fear the misapplication of the 
passage may terrify from the work 
of the Gospel, many modest and 
diffident persons, whose light might 
usefully shine before men, 


E. Mag. 


SS _— 


On the administration of justice 
in Palestine and the East. 
EXTRACT “ FROM PAxTON’s ILLUS- 
TRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE.”’ 


Another mode of capital punish- 
ment, to which the inspired writers 
refer, is crucifixion. It was used in 
Greece, but not so frequently as at 
Rome. It consisted of two beams, 
one of which was placed across the 
other, in a form nearly resembling 
the letter T, but with this difference, 
that the transverse beam was fixed 
a little below the top of the straight 
one. Whena person was crucified, 
he was nailed to the cross as it jay 








upon the ground, his feet to the up- 
right, and his hands to each side of 
the transverse beam ; it was then 
erected, and the foot of it thrust 
with violence into a hole prepared 
in the ground to receive it. By this 
means, the body, whose whole 
weight hung upon the nails which 
went through the hands and the feet, 
was completely disjointed, and the 
sufferer expired by slow and agonis- 
ing torments. This kind of death, 
the most cruel, shameful, and ac- 
cursed that could be devised, was 
used by the Romans only for slaves, 
and the basest of the people. The 
malefactors were crucified naked, 
that is, without thgr upper gar- 
ments ; for it does not appear they 
were stripped of all their clothes, 
and we know that an oriental was 
said to be naked, when he had par- 
ted with his upper garments, which 
were loosely bound about him with 
a girdle. 

The miserable wretches that were 
fastened to the cross, often lived 
long in that dreadful condition ; 
some are said to have lingered three 
days, and others nine. Eusebius 
speaks of certain martys in Egypt, 
that hung upon the cross till they 
were starved to death. Sgmetimes 
the malefactors were devoured by 
birds and beasts of prey ; and after 
death, they were generally cast out 
into the upen field, to become the 
prey of every devourer. ‘Lo pre- 
vent the relations of the criminals 
or others, from taking them down 
and burying them, a guard was pla- 
ced around the cross. A guard of 
Roman soldiers was accordingly sta- 
tioned round the cross of Jesus, to 
watch him both before ane after he 
died ; forit appears from the inspired 
narrative, that Joseph of Arima- 
thea durst not take down the sacred 
body of bis Lord, till he had obtain- 
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ed permission from the Roman gov- 
ernor. 

It was the custom to crucify with- 
out the walls of their cities, on some 
eminence, or on the top of a moun- 
tain. Hence, our Lord was led 
away to be crucified without the 
gate, on the top of Calvary, a mount 
in the neighbourhood of the city, 
which for that reason was chosen as 
the common place of execution.— 
He “ went forth bearing his cross,” 
which, according tp Plutarch, every 
person was compelled to do that 
suffered crucifixion. Among other 
instances of ignominy and suffering 
which accompanied the death of 
Christ, it is written, they platted a 
crown of thorns, and put ii upon his 
head. In the opinion of Hassel- 
quist, the naba or nabka of the Ara- 
bians, is, in all probability, the tree 
which furnished that instrament of 
insult and cruelty. It grows in great 
«bundance in various parts of the 
east, and is well fitted for the pur- 
pose, being armed with many small 
and sharp spines, that, when appli- 
ed with violence to the head, must 
produce exquisite pain. The crown 
might easily be made of the soft, 
round, and pliant branches of this 
thorny plant ; and, what he consid- 
ers as the strongest proof, is, the 
leaves much resemble those of ivy, 
in the darkness of their colour.— 
The cruel and malicious enemies of . 
the Saviour, would probably choose 
a plant somewhat resembling that 
with which emperors and victorious 
generals were usually crowned, that 
there might be calumny even in the 
punishment. Others are of opin- 
ion, that it was the acacia, or white 
thorn, or the juncus marinus; but 
after all, the matter must be left in- 
determinate. * 


* Burder 1. Ob, 422. 





The Doctrine of Grace, 


YHE DOCTRINE OF GRACE, A SERMON 
For by grace are ye saved. Eph. ii. 8. 


We copy the following Discourse from 
the ** Gospel Magazine,” believing that it 
will richly repay our readers for the trou- 
ble of perusing it, and that its intrinsic 
excellence will more than make amends 
for the deficiency of a modern style. It is 
needful for us to refer occasionally to the 
testimony of those who haye borne the 
heat and burden of the day in ‘‘ troub- 
lous times,” in ordér to stir up our minds 
to the remembrance of the truth. ‘* Itis 
translated from the French of Peter Du 
Bose, formerly one of the Pastors of the 
church at Caen in Normandy ; a Divine, 
whose memory will ever be precious in 
the church, both forthe purity of his doc- 
trine, and the fidelity and zeal with which 
he discharged many weighty negociations 
at the court of Louis the XIV. on behalf 
of the Protestants in France. His admi- 
rable understanding and unwearied lIa- 
bours contributed much to ward off, fora 
while, the fatal revocation of the Edict of 
Nantz, which at length drove him, at an 
advanced age, to Rotterdam, where he at 
last ended his course, triumphing in that 
grace, which was the unceasing theme of 
his preaching and conversation.” 


My Breruren—The conduct of’ 


God to Israel of old, is undoubtedly 
admirable throughout, and when we 
attentively consider it, we see in it 
a wisdom incomparable and divine. 
But it especially appears in this, 
that the deliverances, the success, 
and the advantages of this people, 
neither came from themselves nor 
their efforts, but from God and his 
goodness. For if the tyrant who 
oppressed them in Egypt, was con- 
strained to set them at liberty, it 
was not because Israel took up arms 
to free themselves from his yoke, 
that they raised troops, fought bat- 
tles, undertook sieges, blocked up 
Pharoah in his city, gr forced him 





21 


in his palace; but it was God alone 
who fought for their deliverance; 
and who, arming his angels with an 

avenging sword, destroyed, by their 
invisible hand, all the first-born in 
that great kingdom, to oblige them 
to let his people go. If afterwards 
we see them pass the Red Sea, it 
is not because they equip.a fleet, or 
build themselves ships, itis not be- 
cause they collect pilots and expert 
mariners, and employ either the sail 
or the oar, but it is God, who by his 
wonderful favor cleaves the gulf be- 
fore them, and makes a dry path for 
them through the midst of the wa- 
ters. Ifin the desert they feed at 
their ease, it Is not because they 
plough the ground and sow their 
grain, and plant their trees, that 
they may reap crops of corn, or 
harvests of fruit for their support— 
but it is God himself who prepares 
them bread, and sends it them every 
morning at the doors of their tents, 
by a miraculous shower from above. 
If they are healed of the venomous 
bites of the fiery serpents, it is not 
because they apply remedies and 
take medicine, employ the virtue of 
plants, the power of minerals, or 
compound antidotes and theriacas* 
for themselves, but it is God him- 
self who is their physician, and who 
miraculously heals them by the sight 
of a brazen serpent, that he com- 
manded te be erected before them. 
If they happily pass over Jordan, 
it is not because they make bridges 
over that river, because they look 
out for fords, or undertake to swim 
across, and reach the opposite shore - 

by the stiength of their arms, or the 
assistance of oars; but it is God pre- 
sent in his ark, which was the sym- 
bol of his majesty, who arrests this 
river in the midst of its channel, and 


* Theriaca, the name of a celebrated 
counterpoison. 
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constraining it to return towards its 
source, by that means, leaves the 
passage through it clear, In fine, 
if this people become masters of Je- 
rico, which lay in the way of their 
conquests and settlement, it is not 
because they annoy it by their as- 
saults, make trenches and plant ma- 
chines around it; employ the bat- 
tering ram, or the mine, and ad- 
vance against it with the forces of 
their tribes ; but it is the God of bat- 
tles who overthrows, by his power- 
ful arm, the wails of this insolent 
city, and renders his children vic- 
torious over it, not by the soldier’s 
sword, or the captain’s valour, but 
by the mere breath of the priests. 
What are we to say, my brethren, 
to this remarkable and mysterious 
conduct of God—but this—that it ts 
not to Israel, to their forces or ex- 
ploits, that we are to attribute their 
success—that it was not to their 
arms they owed their deliverances ; 
that it was not by their owa labor 
and industry they were supported ; 
that it is not to their battles we are 
to ascribe the honor of their victor- 
ies and their triumphs—but that it 
is to the grace of God alone, that 
all the glory of them belongs——and 
that this great deliverer, who saved 
them by so many illustrious displays 
of his infinite power, merits all the 
praise therof himself. And as the 
deliverance of Israel was an expres- 
sive figure of the salvation of the 
Church, God intends thereby to 
lead us to a higher and more im- 
portant mystery : namely—that the 
salvation of men does not proceed 
from themselves, is not acquired by 
their strength, does not depend on 
their works, is not obtained by the 
merit of theirlaborsand their virtues, 
but that we are entirely to refer it to 
the grace of the Lowd, who grants 
it us as the pure effact of his merci- 


ful goodness. It is this important 

truth that the apostle of the Gen- 

tiles teaches us in our text, where 

you see he lays down this funda- 

mental maxim, that we are saved 

by grace—to teach us that we are 

not saved by our works, as he him- 

self plainly expresses it in the se- 

quel, when after having uttered this 

excellent sentence, that “we are- 
saved by grace,”’ he adds, to explain 

it more clearly, * through faith; aad 

that not of ourselves, itis the gift of 
God; not of works, lest any man 

should boast.” 

My dear brethren, it is necessary 
frequently to state to you this salu- 
tary doctrine. For it is certain that 
man is by nature equally miserable 
and proud. In his misfortunes he 
is always haughty and arrogant— 
he insolently presumes on his own 
strength—it grates him to be de- 
pendant on another for happiness, 
and he does every thing in his pow- 
er to attribute it to himself. Not 
only have the blind philosophers of 
Paganism considered themselves as 
the architects of their own virtue 
and fortune—but even under the 
christian dispensation, in which the 
voice of grace should have taught 
men better, numbers at all times 
have considered themselves as the 
authors of their own salvation. Nev- 
ertheless, to err on this subject is at- 
tended with terrible and fatal con- 
sequences. Tor it robs God of the 
glory which is due to him—a theft 
the most attrocious that can be con- 
ceived. If robbing temples, pillag- 
ing altars, stealing sacred vessels, Is 
sacrilege and impiety, what must it 
be to deprive God of the honor of 
our salvation, and to arrogate it un- 
justly to ourselves. If then you love 
the glory of Jehovah, and are jealous 
for his name ; if you would render 
to God the things which are God’s. 









if you would avoid affronting him 
by a presumption and ingratitude 
which dishonor him—you must hold 
fast this apostolical doctrine, that 
“we are saved by grace.”’ I very 
well know we cannot defend this sa- 
cred aphorism, without opposing the 
sentiments of many, who do not as- 
cribe to grace so much as they ought, 
but still | am not come here with a 
spirit of contention and controver- 
sy. I have no end to answer but 
truth,and I mean to consider itsimp- 


displeasing or contradicting any bo- 
dy. My design is to keep close to 
St. Paul; and if in following him [ 
get at a distance from some, let them 
apply to the apostle and not to me, 
who only walk in his steps. As for 
any thing further, remembering that 
I treat to-day of grace, I shall act 
as in the bosom of grace. Far from 
bringing bitterness into a subject so 
full of sweetness, flowing with milk 
and with honey, | will only speak 
of it in terms that are suitable to the 
benignity ofgrace. | will maintain 
its rights without exasperating its 
adversaries, as indeed so far from 
hating them, and intending to dis- 
oblige them, we earnestly pray God 
that it may please him to fill them 
with all the blessings of the grace 
which we preach, and to bring them 
hereafter into his heavenly king- 
dom by that grace which St. Paul 
preaches, and we after him. Let 
us then consider with ali that chari- 
ty which befits the spirit of christi- 
anity, and the genius of that doc- 
trine we are going to explain; let 
us, | say, consider, what that grace 
is, which the apostle speaks of in this 
passage, and the proofs there are 
that we are saved by it. 

St. Augustine formerly speaking 
of peace, (De. Civ. Dei. Lib. 19. 
Cap. 11.) observed, that it is a bles- 
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sing so excellent and so great, that 
the very name of it is delightful, and 
that we can hear of nothing in the 
world more agreeable. Certainly 
we may say the same of grace—it 
is so charming, so gladdening to the 
heart, that the name of it has I know 
not what of sweetness in it. One 
cannot hear it without pleasure, and 
I persuade myself that when you 
hear the word grace, you immedi- 
ately figure to yourselves an admir- 
able sweetness, goodness that is un- 


ly in itself, without any intention of paralleled, mercy that is infinite, 


charity that is immense, and liber- 
ality that is inexhaustible. For, in 
fact, grace includes in it all that is 
most delightful in goodness, most 
tender in mercy, most indulgent in 
charity, most obliging and commu- 
nicative in liberality. Grace pro- 
perly signifies favor ; hence it is of- 
ten used in scripture, to find grace 
in the sight of such an one-—that is to 
sy, to gain and obtain his favor. 
But we must especially remember, 
that grace signifies gratuitous favor, 
not merited, not founded on the ex- 
cellence or dignity of the person 
who receives it, but on the mere be- 
nevolence of him who imparts it. 
In this, grace differs from love. For 
love may be merited—and we are 
often absolutely obliged to love, so 
that we cannot refuse it without sin 
and injustice. ‘Thus children love 
their parents, servants their masters, 
subjects their king, and men love 
God from duty and obligation. 
Hence the regard of subjects for 
their princes, and that of creatures 
for their Creator, is very properly 
love, but not grace, because they 
are strictly and indispensably ob- 
liged to it. On the contrary, 
the regard of a king for a sub- 
ject,and that of Godtowards man, is 
not so much love as grace ; because 
kings are not bourd to honor those 








oie 


a ~~ 


24 The Doctrine of Grace. 


whom they may choose for their fa- 
vorites with any peculiar kindness : 
and above all, God, the Sovereign 
King of Kings, can never be under 
any obligation to any of his crea- 
tures. 

Further, we must remark, that 
grace is of two kinds, one which is 
merely gratuitous ; the other which 
is merciful also.—That which is 
merely gratuitous, is that which God 
manifests towards innocent crea- 
tures. ‘That which is merciful, is 
that which he displays to miserable 
and sinful creatures. For the good 
that God does, even to the most 
holy, the most just, and the most 
perfect creatures, is always grace, 
because he owes them nothing ; 
while on the contrary, they owe ev- 
ery thing tohim. If he has placed 
the angels in heaven, if he has ad- 
mitted them to the contemplation of 
his presence, if he has maintained 
them in their original integrity, if 
he has honored them with his con- 
fidence and his secrets—it is grace 
—because nothing can oblige him 
to elevate those spirits to that height 
of excellence and glory which ren- 
ders them the first and noblest in- 
telligences in the creation. If he 
placed Adam in paradise, if he gave 
him dominion and empire over the 
works of his hands, if he appointed 
him his lieutenant, and made him 
in a manner, the visible God of the 
earth—it was grace, because he 
might have withheld all these fa- 
vors from him, and when he drew 
him from nothing, he might have 
contented himself with putting him 
in the same rank as bulls and ele- 
phants, nay even as caterpillers and 
snails. And although Adam had 
always continued in his original 
righteousness, all the happiness and 
advantage he could ever have pos- 
sessed, would have been grace : be- 


cause owing his whole self to God, 
he could have received nothing from 
his hand but as a gift and present 
from his liberality. Nevertheless, 
this would not have been mercy— 
because not having offended God, 
he could have had nothing to do 
with that goodness which pardons 
criminals. Hence grace has been 
distinguished into creating grace and 
saving grace. Creating grace is that 
by which God has given existence 
to angels, with the incomparable 
privileges of their celestial nature, 
and life to men, with the wonderful 
privileges with which he first en- 
nobled them. Saving grace is that 
by which he has raised us from our 
fall, has givenus his Son, endues 
us with his spirit, forgives us our 
offences, and at length brings us to 
glory. It is this merciful grace that 
divines sometimes call delivering 
grace, because it delivers us from 
the bondage of satan, of sin, and of 
death; and sometimes healing grace, 
because it heals our spiritual dis- 
eases—aud the sacred writers ex- 
press it by a word which properly 
signifies bowels, as representing to 
us an affection in God, similar to the 
emotion we feel in our bowels at 
the sight of the wretched, ana above 
all, that vehement emotion of a mo- 
ther’s bowcls, that she feels so 
strongiy when she sees some acci- 
denthappen toher child. It isofthis 
grace the apostle speaks in this pas- 
sage—‘* Ye are saved by grace,” 
that is by gratuitous and merciful 
favor. Grace, whichis the asylum 
of the sinful, the refuge of the mis- 
erable, the real treasure of indul- 
gences, the source of all the bles- 
sings, of all the talents, and all the 
advantages that we possess in this 
world. Hence, all the gifts of God 
tous are called by the name of 
grace. Grace, that we may repre- 
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sent fo ourselves as a celestial vir- 
tue, whose liberal hands are always 
open to bléss us, whose sacred mouth 
pronounces nothing but pardon and 
deliverance, whose bowels are al- 
ways yearning with compassion, 
whose gentle and compassionate 
eyes never look but with tenderness 
and pity. A propitious and wel- 
coming virtue, which is seated upon 
“‘a throne of grace, to which we 
may come with boldness, to obtain 
mercy and find help in time of need. 
A helpfal virtue, whose only em- 
ployment is to heal the sick, to com- 
fort the afflicted, deliver the cap- 
tives, enlighten the blind, restore 
the wandering, and to save souls 
that are lost and overwhelmed in 
sin. A virtue pure and disinterest- 
ed, which has no other motive for 


say, that we are saved, not on ac- 
count of, nor in virtue of, nor by the 
merit of, our works, but by grace 
alone; by mere gratuitous favor, 
and the merciful kindness of our 
God. 

In order to show this more fully, 
let us consider all the different parté 
of salvation, let us take a view of it 
in its different degrees, let us exa- 
mine it at all its periods, and you 
will see that we are saved through- 
out by grace. And if we may com- 
pare salvation to Jacob’s great lad- 
der, which reached frem earth to 
heaven, you will see there is not a 
single step at which we shall not be 
constrained to cry—GRACE, GRACE. 
It is by the grace of God that we 
are saved in all. Salvation has four 
principal parts; election, calling, 


its benefits than itself. As one said justification, and glorification. Elec« 


of old, God is just with ours, but 
good with his own—because he finds 
in us cause enough for his judg- 
ments and his vengeance, but he finds 
only in himself the reasons for his 
mercy and his grace. In a word, 
my brethren, to understand grace 
aright, we must especially attend to 
this rule ;—that in the holy scrip- 
tures, grace is opposed to works, 
as a thing which is directly and di- 
ametrically opposite to them. ‘This 
we are taught expressly in this axi- 
om of our divine apostle—* If it is 
of grace, then it is no more of works ; 
otherwise grace is no more grace,” 
which evidently shows that grace 
excludes righteousness by works, 
and that to establish the one is una- 
voidably to overturn the other. 
This also appears clearly from our 
text, in which Paul having said— 
“* By grace ye are saved,” immedi- 
ately adds, “ not of works,” oppos- 
ing these two as absolutely repug- 
nant the one to the other. So that 


ee he means in this passage to 
OL. s. 


tion is the source, calling is the 
stream, justfication is its course, and 
glorification the ocean, into which 
this river discharges itself, and runs 
from everlasting to everlasting. E- 
lection is the foundation, calling is 
the porch, justification the holy 
place, glorification the most holy, 
and the wonderful sanctuary where 
God is to be seen in his glory. Elec- 
tion is the root, calling the branch, 
justification the fruit, glorification 
the harvest, at which we gather the 
marvellous fruits in abundance, and 
taste them in the perfection of ma- 
turity and excellence. Consider 
then these four degrees of salvation, 
and you will infallibly subscribe to 
the sentence of St. Paul, that by 
grace we are saved, and not by 
works. 

I. With respect to election and 
predestination to salvation, it is ex- 
pressly called the election of grace ; 
to teach us that God chooses us, 
not in consideration of our works, 


or from any foresight of our merits, 
4 
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but by the mere inclination of his 
mercy. The great God does not 
act like men. They choose things 
because they think them good, or 
foresee that they will become so. 
‘Thus. when a prince forms his estab- 
lishment, he casts his eyes upon per- 
sons that he considers as endowed 
with such qualities as are most emi- 
nent, and best suited to his designs. 
But God in electing, men does not 
choose them because they are good, 
but because he designs to make them 
so. He foresees no virtue inthem, but 
what he intends to give them by his 
grace.—As these words of Paul di- 
rectly testify——* he hath chosen us 
that we might be holy.” Eph. 1. 4. 

He does not say he has chosen us 
because he foresaw that we should 
be holy, bat in order that we might 
be so. So that holiness is not the 
cause, nor the condition, nor the 
motive which precedes election; but 
on the contrary, the efiect that fol- 
lows it. This is also proved by ano- 
ther sentence from the same apostle, 
“li is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy.’ For is not this 
ascribing every thing to grace, and 
leaving nothing to works? Accord- 
ing to this maxim, what could be 
this imaginary foresight that some 
people talk of in the divine election. 
Could it be the first movements of 
our will to good? But St. Paul says, 
“it isnot of him that willeth.” 
Could it be the consequence of our 
faith,and our perseverance in piety ? 


of their life, before the use of their 
reason begins. For in that state of 
weakness. when man is but as it 
were the outline of man, infants are 
neither — of faith nor good 
works. ‘They come into the world 
and go out of it, without having ei- 
ther practised or known any chris- 
tian virtue whatever. If then God 
only chose men from a foresight of 
their good works, we must conclude 
that not one of these little creatures, 
whom death snatches from the cra- 
dle, could pertain to the election of 
God. Contrary to the declaration 
of the Son of God, who assures us 
in his gospel, that “of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.”’ We find this 
argument employed by St. Prosper, 
that famous disciple of St. Augus- 

tine, who was one of the most ad- 
mirable and conspicuous lights of 
our country. ‘ The riches, (says 
he,) of the goodness of God, are 
manifested towards little children, 
who not being elected either for 
preceding or consequent devotion— 
being renewed as soon as they are 
born, are immediately taken out of 
this life, and put into the possession 
of eternal felicity.’? Lastly—this is 
what the teacher of the Gentiles 
clearly shews us, by the example of 
Jacob and Esau, Rom. ix. 11, 12. 
“For the chiidrer being not yet 
born, neither having done any good 
or evil, that the purpose of God ac- 
cording to election might stand, not 
of works, but of him that calleth, it 
was said unto her, the elder shall 





But St. Paul says, “it is not of serve the younger; as it is written, 


bim that ranneth.”? On what then 
must this pretended for sight be 
founded, since itis neither on the be- 


Jacob have | loved, but Esau have 
I hated.’’-This great apostle had just 
adduced the example of Isaac whom 


ginning, nor on the progress of God had chosen to be the blessed 


our sanctification ?---This appears 
clearer than daylight when consi- 
dered with relation to young chil- 
dren, who die in the early days 


seed and heir of the promises, while 
he had rejected Ishmael. But as it 
might have been replied, that we 
need not wonder these two children 
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should be treated so differently, be- 
cause Ishmael was born only ofa 
servant, while Isaac was the son of 
a free woman, being the true son of 
Abraham and the mistress of his 
house. That even Isuac did not 
come into the world till after Ish- 
mael had given proofs of his evil 
disposition, and furnished God with 
suflicient reasons to reject him— 
Well then, says St. Paul, let us take 
another exainple which does not ad- 
mit of this objection, and which may 
convince the world, that the elec- 
tion of those who are predestinated 
to life, proceeds only from the gra- 
tuitous love of God. See here, says 
he, are a Jacob and an Esau, one 
of whom ke loved, and the other he 
hated. What reason can you as- 
sign for the difference in these two 
children? Both were begotten of 
the same father, both born of the 
same mother, both conceived at 
the same moment, both born at the 
same time, both brought up in the 
same house, both taught in the same 
school, both finished by the same 
hands. And think not that it was 
in consideration of their works, they 
were treated so differently. for be- 
fore they had done eithergood or evil, 
God said to their father Isaac, “ the 
elder shall serve the younger.”’ Let 
us then confess that with respect to 
election, we are indeed saved by 
grace. Wherefore our sacred writ- 
er, in the beginning of this epistle 
to the Ephesians, from whence our 
text 1s taken, says, that God “hath 
predestinated us in himself, accord- 
ing to the good pleasure of his will, 
to the praise of the glory of his 
grace. Admirable words! in which 
the wisdom of the spirit of God 
shines forth in an exalted manner. 
Not a single word here but discov- 
ers some ray of its glory—for St. 
Paul says, that God “has predes- 
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tinated us in himself.” He has not 
then looked for the reason of his 
choice in us. He says, that he has 
chosen us “according to the good 
pleasure of his will’’—not then ac- 
cording to his foresight of our de- 
servings. He says that he has chos- 
en us “to the praise of the glory of 
his grace.””—Not then by an act of 
justice founded upon our works, but 
by a pure movement of mercy, that 
can be attributed to nothing but his 
grace. 

II. From election let us proceed 
to calling, in which Ged calls us to 
himself, brings us into communion 
with his Son, unites us to the church, 
enlightens us with his wisdom, 
warms us with his love, and fills us 
with his fear: and it will be equally 
clear in this, that we are saved by 
grace. For this is the meaning of 
those words that deserve to be en- 
graved on marble, in letters of gold, 
2 Tim. i. 9. “God hath saved us 
and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but ac- 
coming to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.” We 
are not then to imagine, that if God 
calls some into his church, and to 
the enjoyment of his salvation ra- 
ther than others, it is because he sees 
in thern better dispositions and pre- 
parations for grace ; that it is be- 
cause they use their natural light 
and strength better; that they Jead 
a life more moral, more pure, more 
commendable than others, 2nd that 
therefore God feels himset invited 
to communicate to thes superna- 
tural favor, and the 4eavenly and 
saving light of fh. For, I ask, 
what dispositict is there in a dead 
man to rai» himself from the grave 
ina bid man to distinguish colo, - 
in « deaf man to distinguish sour 
in aman who has no existence w 
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engender himself? And such the 
word of God informs us are we by 
nature, dead in trespasses and sins, 
blind to the things of heaven, deaf 
to the word of Christ ; our conver- 
sion is frequently calied a new birth, 
and since St. Paul teaches us that 
every thing that is not of faith is sin, 
and that without faith it is impos- 
sible to please God—must we not 
necessarily conclude, that before 
our heavenly calling by which we 
receive faith, there is nothing in us 
but what is sinful, abominable and 
offensive in the eyes of the Lord: 
nothing that could either oblige him 
or induce him to do us good. Con- 
sequently it is God, who of his pure 
mercy, without being in any wise 
induced by our virtues, calls us to 
the knowledge of himself and to the 
enjoyment of hisfavor. ‘ Father | 
thank thee,” said truth itself, “that 
thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and revealed them 
unto babes.”” And what is the rea- 
son of this difference? ‘‘ Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
sight..? Calling grace then, does 
not find us disposed to receive it ; 
on the contrary, it finds us in a con- 
dition enterely miserable, having 
nothing upon our understandings 
but thick darkness, in our wills but 
deplorable perversity, in our affec- 
tions but wild disorder, in all the 
faculties of our souls but corruption 
and monstrous deformity. There- 
fore, the prophet Ezekiel describing 
in figurative terms, God making a 
covenant with his church, says that 
he, when ke passed by her, she was 
a girl thrown upon a field, polluted 
in her blood, tying in her dung, and 


exposed by a ‘rakedness which 
shocked every beholdce , intending 


thereby to signify to us, teat if God 
honours us with his love, and exaous- 
es us in his eternal compassion, it 
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is not on account of any excellence 
he finds in our persons. You see 
also, that in those remarkable calls 
which are recorded in scripture, 
God was pleased to take men and 
call them, when they were in the 
worst of all states in which they 
could. possibly have been found. 
What was Abraham when God call- 
ed him to be the father of the faith- 
ful, the stalk of the church, and the 
trunk of the tree of life? He was 
an idolater, plunged in the abomin- 
ations of his father, and in the cri- 
minal worship of his country, tn that 
of Ur of the Chaldees; so called, 
most probably, because there the 
Chaldeans paid religious honours to 
fire, and paid their homage with the 
greatest solemnity to that element, 
which they had always been remark- 
able for worshipping. For the word 
Ur in Hebrew, properly signifies fire. 
So that it was from the very heart 
of idolatry, from off the most noted 
theatre of error, from among the im- 
pure flames of superstition, that God 
took this patriarch into covenant 
with himself. What was Matthew, 
when Christ spake to him, and call- 
him by his grace? He was a publi- 
can, a miserable extortioner, a pub- 
lic minister of oppression and tyr- 
anny, and was even in the very ex- 
ercise of that odious profession. 
He was siiting on his bench, at his 
counter of iniquity, zealously occu- 
pied in rapine, when Jesus favoured 
him with one of those admirable 
looks which immediately convey 
holiness to the heart, calling him 
thus from the custom-house to the 
apostleship, and from a notorious 
sinner, transforming him suddenly 
into an eminent saint. What was 
Mary Magdalen, w!.2n the Lord con- 
verted her ? She was possessed with 
seven devils, an hold of unclean spir- 
its. She was a living hell, when tt 
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pleased him to change her into a cation, but to allow it the whole, 
paradise of holiness.— What was St. universally and without reserve. 
Paul when the Son of God called to The beginning, and the progress, 
him from heaven? He was a roar- the continuance and the close, the 
ing lion, furious bear, a tyger glutted habit and the acts, the sufficiency 
with the blood of the faithful, and and the efficacy, equally belonging 
who only breathed murder and car- toit. If we enter into the career of 
nage. He was in the highway 'to salvation, it is grace that places us 
destruction, running to massacre, there—if we walk in it, it is grace 
with his heart filled with rage, his that moves us—if we run, it is grace 
mouth with blasphemies, and his that advances us—if we persevere, 
hands with swords and chains ; and it is grace that sustains us—if we 
it was precisely at this remarkable reach the goal, it is grace that con- 
instant that Christ called him, and ducts us to it, in so much that from 
took him for a chosen vessel to him- the first step to the last, it is grace 
self, to make him the most aston- that leads us and brings us to hap- 
ishing messenger of his grace. What piness. “For of ourselves,” says St. 
were the Ephesians to whom St. Paul, 2 Cor. tii. 5. “ we are not suf- 
Paul speaks here in our text. They ficient to think any thing.” If then 
were the most famous magicians in we think, say or do, any thing praise- 
the world, and the most noted idola- worthy, it must necessarily be from 
ters upon earth—they were people the assistance and operation of 
who employed all their strength to grace, and not at all from ourselves. 
cry, “Great is Diana of the Ephe- Not that we are to deny the free- 
sians.’? What then could oblige God dom of the will in works of piety; 
to call them to christianity, and for that is inseparable from man, 
to make them co-heirs with his Son, and it would be to destroy his na- 
but that mercy and gratuitous good- ture, to ruin his very essence, to de- 
ness, which the apostle set before ny him this capital privilege, which 
them, when he says, “ By grace are is unalienable from his soul. But 


e saved.” this free will can do nothing in sup- 
And here my brethren we should ernatural matters without the effi- 





take great care lest we do wrong to 
grace, and take away part of its glo- 
ry and praise. For it would be do- 
ing ita mortal injury only to ascribe 
our salvation to it by halves. To 
ascribe to it the commencement of 
our calling but not the continuance; 
or the habit of spiritual health with- 
out the acts; or that sufficiency 
which makes us capable of believ- 
ing and living well if we will, and 
not that efficacy and power which 
inclines us, and infallibly makes us 
willing so todo. O my brethren, 
we are not thus to conceive of grace. 
We are to attribute to it not only 
one part of our calling and sanctifi- 


cacy of the Spirit of God, from 
which it receives all its strength and 
derives allits motions. Wherefore 
the celebrated Bernard, who has 
been classed in the number of saints, 
exclaims with equal elegance and 
truth—‘* What then does free-will ? 
lanswer, iis saved. Take away 
grace, there is nothing which saves ; 
take away free-will, and there is 
nothing which is saved.””"—Showing, 
that in the work of salvation, these 
two principles, grace and free-will, 
do actually unite, the former as an 
active principle, which produces 
good, the latter as a passive princi- 
ple actuated by it. Not that our 
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will cannot act in good works, but wards the poor—The prayers I have 
that it only acts by the energy and uttered withso much zeal—The af- 
impuise of grace.—If we give alms, flictions | have supported with pa- 
it is grace that opens and unbinds tience and courage—The mortifica- 
our hands—!f we sing the praises ef tions, the fasts, and the self-denials 
the Lord with propriety, itis grace by waich | have mortified my flesh 
that moves our tongues and animates and subdued my lusts ; in short, ma- 
our voices. If we pray with fer- ny virtues | have of which | havea 
vor, it is grace that warmsour pray- right to boast, because I need not 
ers. If we repent of our sins, and have practised them unless I had 
weep bitterly for our iniquities, it is chosen it ; and the motive that has 
grace that breaks our hearts of obliged me to adopt them, and de- 
stone, excites our sorrow,and makes termined my inclinations to regard 
the tears flow from our eyes—Iin them, proceeded from my own free- 
short, whatever we do that is goed will and not from grace ; insomuch 
and virtuous, we must say with St. that I consider them as my own 
Paul, [t is not 1, but the grace of work, and vaunt of them as the pro- 
God which is in me. For, my be- ductions of my own mind—Far, my 
loved brethren, | ask, if grace did brethren, far from us be such lan- 
but put it into our powerto live well, guage and such notions, as would di- 
and then left all the rest to our will, vide the glory of our salvation be- 
how could the Apostle say—Who tween human strength and the grace 
maketh thee to differ from another? of God. !t was the pretended mo- 
The believer might then reply—lit ther that ccnsented to divide the 
ts I who make myself to differ. It child—The true mother demanded 
is | who by my own sufliciency and it entire. Thus nature, which is no 
the goodness of myinclinationshave more than the pretended mother, 
separated myself from the vicious of does all she can to attribute to ber- 
mankind. It is not the grace of God self a part at least of the new man ; 
that has put me into the holy state of that blessed child that regenera- 
I amin, for tHis grace is general and tion forms in believers. But grace 
common to every body; every bo- will have it without separation or 
dy has it, and has enough of it: all division, andthe great and celestial 
that it does is only to put men ina Solomon declares in her favour. He 
state of indifference and equilibri- declares that she alone, hath a right 
um between goodandevil. But I, to claim this spiritual child, because 
by the pious use I have made of my it is she who gives it birth, and en- 
own free-will, have taken mapact tirely produces it; wherefore St. 
from among the wicked and profane. Augustine, whem we may very pro- 
Neither could he say, “* What hast perly style the second apostle of 
thou that thou hast not received ’— grace, because since the time of St. 
And if thou hast received it. why Paui, no person preached it better 
gloriest thou as if thou hadst not re- than he did, constantly inculcates in 
ceived it. For at this rate a chris- his writings, that grace is equally 
tian might say, | have a hundred preventing, as it precedes good 
things that I have not received frum works ; preparing, as it disposes us 
above, for I possees them by the to them; operating, as it produces 
power of my own liberty. The those acts which our will conceives 
charity that I have exercised to- and executes ; and subsequent, as it 
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confirms us and makes us persevere. 
So that we should acknowledge that 
the whole miracle of our salvation, 
and the whole conduct of our sancti- 
fication is of God, and that we are 
in every particular indebted to his 
grace. 
[To be Concluded in our next.] 


a 
For the Religious Monitor. 
THE GLORY OF GOD. 


Itis generally if not universally 
confessed, that God is glorious. The 
prevalence of this conviction is ea- 
sily accounted for. It necessarily 
arises from the conceptions we form 
of him. For Jehovahaccording to 
our most correct apprehension, is 
that being who possesses in the high- 
est degree, all possible excellence, 
and consequently is altogether glo- 
rious. Besides, many of the works 
of creation, such as the sun, moon 
and stars, angels and men, are very 
glorious ; and we readily perceive, 
that he who made them must be still 
more glorious. For he could im- 
part to them, noexcellence superior 
to what he himself possessed. And 
the scriptures ascribe to him ma- 
jesty, greatness and excellency, all 
plainly implying his glory. They 
call him the Godof glory ; the Fa- 

» ther, the Father of glory ;—the'Son, 
a the Lord of glory ;—and the Spirit, 
the Spirit of glory. 

But while all confess that God is 
glorious, and while we profess to 
give glory to him, we find it very dif- 
ficult to form and exhibit clear and 
definite views of his glory. And no 


Sa 


wonder, for to be able to do so, we 
must comprehend him that is past 
finding out. We may sooner con- - 
tain in the hollow of our hand, and 
measure with it the waters of the 
ocean, than search out and publish 
all his glory. Indeed the more we 
muse on it, the more we feel our in- 
adequacy to conceive of it. In 
treating of it therefore, the greatest 
caution is necessary, lest we darken 
counsel by words without know- 
ledge. 

Glory is eminency or excellency 
manifesied. There is no real per- 
manent fame, honour or glory, with- 
out the possession and display of 
eminent excellence. Intrinsic emin- 
ent excellence is the foundation of 
ali glory ; and glory itself is the lus- 
tre, the brightness, the shining forth 
of this excellence; then, it is seen, 
admired and praised. We find the 
terms excellency and glory, used in 
the scriptures to the same import. 
Isa. 35,2. “The glory of Leba- 
non shall be given unto it, the ex- 
cellency of Carmel and Sharon: 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
and the excellency of our God.” 

Intrinsic excellency, is called es- 
sential or subjective glory, and the 
display of this manifestation declara- 
tiveorobjectiveglory. This distinc- 
tion obtains in respect to the glory 
of God. His giory is generally de- 
fined (as well perhaps as human lan- 
guage can express it,) by the combi- 
ned lustre of his nature and perfec- 
tions displayed in his acts, or the 
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bright splendour of his exceliencies. There are scattered rays of ex- 
It is not properly a perfection of cellency belonging to creatures, usu- 
God, but the united manifestation ally called their perfections.-— 
of his perfections. This glory of These are all, but mere shadows, 
God we have said, is either essen- mere reflections of the infinite per- 
tial, or declarative. ‘To the first of fections of God. Creatures may 
these we shall direct at present our be holy, just, intelligent and power- 
attention. ful; but none of them are so, as God 


The subjective or essential glory '*” He Lannie without any im- 
of God, is his intrinsic excellency. perfection, and in the highest de- 
It is his intrinsic worth.—It is what 87°& ©YC'Y perfection found in any 
God is inhimself,and independent of apie being : and his incommunica- 
ih aie edtstien oft. And there ble attributes are so peculiar to him- 
is an excellency of glory belonging self, that not a vestige of them is to 
to Deity, which is common to all be found among even the most exalt- 
the persons in the God-head ; and ed creatures. 
there is also a peculiar excellency Conceive of this Divine Nature, 
of glory belonging exclusively to and of all the perfections belonging 
each of these persons, by which to it, as possessed by Jehovah.— 
they are distinguished from one an- Collect into one sum, one whole, 
other. The former, is usually call- the amount of all this excellency, 
ed the essential, and the latter, the and let this flow in one stream; let 
personal glory of God. Both of it shine forth in all the lustre of its 
these constitute the subjective glory combined splendor, and we behold 
of God. Each of these must be @!!, that we can behold, of the es- 
briefly adverted to. sential glory God. And hence its 


Jehovah is not like the Gods of °PY'°Us Properties are the follow- 
the heathen, an imaginary being, but ‘75 ° 
the living and true God. Hehasa_!. It is peculiar and incompara- 
real existence. His peculiar name ble. There is no excellency posses- 
Jehovah strongly marks and express- 8€4 by any creature, but the same is 
es the reality of his existence and possessed in an infinitely transcend- 
essential glory. It intimates that 4nt degree by Jehovah. It isin him 
his being is underived, absolute, in- 28 19 the fountain ; in them as in the 
dependent, immutable and eternal. Stream. He is the very standard of 
This name proclaims that his being, allexcellency ; and the excellency of 
his essential glory, is peculiar to 2!! others depends on the approxi- 
himself, and exalts him above com- mation of their resemblance to him. 
parison with any other. He is excellency itself. The spouse 
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asserted that her beloved was “ alto- 
gether lovely,” and with equal truth 
we may assert, that our God is alto- 
gether excellent. And he is so, in 
respect to his nature and perfections 
in a manner and degree, altogether 
peculiar to himself. Creatures are 
indebted to him for being. He is 
underived, self existent. They are 
all formed for one another and ulti- 
mately forhim ; but as he isof none 
in respect to origin, so he is fo none 
in respect to subserviency or ulti- 
mate tendency. ‘This wouid be ut- 
terly inconsistent with his essential 
glory. All, are so dependent on 
him, that if he withdrew for a sin- 
gle moment support and communi- 
cation, their existence and enjoy- 
ments would cease; but their ex- 
tinction ‘would not affect eitber his 
existence or blessedness. He is the 
independent Jehovah.—They are 
constantly experiencing changes ;— 
He is unchangeable, the same yes- 
terday to-day and forever. 'ncom- 
parison with him, all the inhabitants 
of the earth are reputed as nothing, 
and less than vanity. In a word, 
his glory is so peculiar that it is es- 
sential to himself. Devils have 
been divested of all the glory be- 
longing to them as holy angels, and 
yet, their existence is continued ;— 
but his glory is so inseparable frem 
his essence, that the one cannot be 
destroyed without the destruction of 
the other. ‘This is involved in the 
answer to the prayer of Moses, “ I 
pareee ”" shew me thy glory.” 

on. I. 
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To this request God answered, “‘ No 
man can see my glory and live.”— 
God’s face is God himself, and the 
same as his glory. There is no dif- 
ference between God himself, and 
his face, but that his face is God as 
manifested ; and this is his glory. 

Il. His glory is infinite and in- 
comparable. He dwells in light in- 
accessable to creatures, and so daz- 
zlingly bright, that it quite over- 
whelms them. A little of this was 
put upon theface of Moses, and the 
children of Israel, were so unable 
to behold it, that when conversing 
with them, he put a vail on his face. 
The angels standing in his immedi- 
ate presence, cover their faces with 
their wings, expressive of their in- 
ability tocontemplate his brightness. 
The glory of kings, at times, covers 
a little spot of our little world; but 
his glory is above the earth and the 
heavens. It is unbounded—He 
alone can comprehend it. 

III. Itiseverlasting. Some have 
risen into excellency, gotten them- 
selves the fame of a great name— 
shone for a while—and again sunk 
into obscurity, and oblivion. The 
fame of others, continues undimin- 
ished ; but there was a time, when 
neither their fame, nor themselves 
existed. It is altogether different 
with God. While the fame of oth- 
ers depart, his remains. “ The 
glory of the Lord, endares forever.” 

We shall in another paper, pro- 
ceed to consider the personal glory 
of God. 
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ANECDOTE OF Dn. GILL. 


Dr. Gill was preaching once on 
the natural depravity and spiritual 
mability of man. A gentleman 
who heard the sermon was greatly 
offended ; and taking an opportunity 
sometime after, of calling on the 
Doctor, told him, that in his opin- 
10n, he had degraded that noble 
being man, and laid him much too 
low. “Pray, Sr,” answered the 
Doctor,“ How much, do you think, 
can men contribute toward their 
own conversion and salvation ’” 

Many can do such and such 
things, replied the gentleman, rec- 
koning up a whole string of free- 
will abilities. ‘ And have you 
done all this for yourself?’ said the 
Doctor. ‘ Why no, ! can’t say | 
have yet; but | hope I shall begin 
soon.’? “If you really have these 
things in your power,” replied the 
Doctor, “and have not done them 
for yourself, you deserve to be 
doubly damned, and are but ill 
qualified to stand up for that imag- 
inary free-will, which, according to 
your own confession, has done you 
80 littlegood, However, after you 
have made yourself spiritually 
whole (if ever you find yourself 
able to do it) be kind enough to 
come and let me know how you 
went about it ; for at present, [ know 
but of one remedy for human depra- 
vation, namely, the efficacious grace 
of aim, who worketh in men both to 
witt and to vo of his own good 
pleasure.” 





MAGRALENE’S 
CONSIDERED. 


MARY CIIARACTER 


The grace of God in the salva- 
tion of sinners is displayed in its 
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riches and sovereignty, particular 
as it hath been unood to ~ 
chief of sinners, and to those of the 
very worstcharacter. Accordingly 
it hath been very common, when 
illustrating the riches of divine 
grace, to mention some distinguised 
objects of it, who had been sinners 
above others; and among these 
Mary Magdalene has se'dom been 
forgotten. With what propriety 
she has been put upon that list, is 
not a needless enquiry. 

Mary Magdalene was made by 
grace a very eminent saint, but we 
have no evidence that she had been 
an infamous sinner. She, like 
every saved sinner, would no doubt 
have been disposed to abase herself 
and toexalt free grace : but this is 
no reason why we should represent 
her character otherwise than as the 
scriptures warrant. The only rea- 
son, | suppose, why she has been 
considered as one whose character 
had been very infamous, is the ac- 
count given, that she had been 
possessed, and seven devils were 
cast out of her. I shall not enter 
into any discussion of the nature of 
that possession which, prevailed so 
much at that period, and in the 
cure of which, the miraculous pow- 
erof the Redeemer was so eminently 
displaved ; but all the accounts we 
have of it in the scripture, represent 
it unto us as a calamity and afflic- 
tion, and give us no reason to sup- 
pose that those who laboured under 
this grievous affliction were sinners 
above others; more than we have 
reason to suppose those eighteen 
were so upon whom the tower of 
Siloam fell. But if Mary Magda- 
lene must be put upon the list of 
infamous sinners, because she had 
been once possessed by seven de- 


vils, one may justly wonder how the 
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Gadarene comes to be overlooked, 
who had been possessed by a le- 
gion. 

It is needless to add more on this 
subject, than to observe, that this 
shews us that an assertion may be at 
first made without examination, and 
afterwards repeated and retailed, 
till it almost be accounted a maxim. 


C. M. 


From the Christian’s Magazine. 
ABDA—TO A FRIEND. 


You speak of conflicts! certainly, 
“no chastening for the present 
seems to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” 

Though we are severely tempted 
by Satan, and exposed to much trou- 
ble and affliction, yet there is a 
need-be for it, and it will be for 
good. .When Paul was buffeted by 
Satan, he besought the Lord thrice. 
Though his Prayers—his frequent 
and repeated wrestlings, were 
not answered in the way which he 
wished them to be; yet the answer 
which he received was more to 
God’s glory aud Paul’s good; he 
was taught by it a new and most 
profitable lesson; namely, “ My 
grace is sufficient for thee.” 

We are some times, if not very 
often, impatient under the good 
land of God. We speak unadvis- 
edly ; our hearts are hasty to ut- 
ter things before the Most High— 
yea we would have his will to be 
ours. Because the corrections of his 
love aresometimes heavy upon us,we 
often wish a release by death. Did 
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we know who suggests such an idea, 
that itis hellish, and comes from 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
what horror must seize our souls ! 

If our desire to depart is in sub- 
mission to the Lord’s will, from a 
longing to be delivered from the bo- 
dy of sin, and to be with Christ, it 
is not sinful. In this view the Apos- 
tle had a desire to depart, and be 
with Christ, which is far better.— 
Being taught the above lesson, it 
was not on account of his trials and 
afflictions that he desired to depart : 
no, he rejoiced in his sufferings.— 
He took pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in perse- 
cutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
sake. He gloried in tribulations al- 
so ; knowing that tribulation work- 
eth patience, and patience experi- 
ence, and experience hope,and hope 
maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us. 

The Lord subdue our stubborn 
wills; O that we knew no other 
will than his! we must be brought 
to this ere we die. Part of Christ’s 
prayer is, “I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil.”” This should 
be our soul’s continual desire, even 
to be kept from sin, however violent 
its motions within us, and however 
we are encompassed with difficul- 
ties, sorrows, and afflictions. 

If we have experienced any 
thing in the ways of God, | think 
that we can truly say with the 
Psalmist, “‘ Before | was afflicted I 
went astray: but now have | kept 
thy word. I knew, O Lord, that 
thy judgments are right, and that 
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me.” 
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What love! What unparalleled 
encouragement, forbearance, and 
condescension appears in the fol- 
lowing! ‘ They also that erred in 
spirit shall come to understanding : 
and they that murmured shall learn 
doctrine. Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his servant, that walk- 
eth in darkness, and hath no light ? 


Religious Intelligence. 


Let him trust in the name of thé 
Lord, and stay upon his God.””— 
May the Lord subdue pride in us! 
may he, in love, humble us under 
his mighty hand, and fatherly cor- 
rection, and enable us cheerfully to 
will whatever he doth will! 


1 am, &c. 
ABDA. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION AND PERSECUTION IN 
SWITZERLAND. 


In the Evangelical Magazine for March, 
we find the following ‘etter to the Editor, 
from the Rev. Mark Wilks, dated Paris, 
January 30, 1824. Our readers will be 
surprised to learn from this letter that a 
bitter persecution has commenced in the 
Pays de Vaud or Leman, one of the Pro- 
testant cantons of Switzerland. Three of 
the ministers, it seems, have already been 
expelled from the church, and an order 
has been issued by the government prohib- 
iting serious Christians from holding con- 
ference meetings, or associating in any 
manner for private religious worship. No 
religion is to be tolerated hereafter but 
that of the state, and parents are not even 
to be allowed to select the schools where 
their children are to be educated. Such 
intolerance has no precedent in modern 
times, even in the Catholic countries of 
Europe, and we were little prepared to 
witness it in a land which boasts of its free 
institutions, and of the protection it gave 
tothe early reformers. N. Y. Obs. 


My Dea Sir, 


If I do not more frequently communi- 
cate to your readers what may interest 
them in this part of the world, it is not 
because Ihave nothing of that nature to 
communicate, but because I cannot find 
sufficient leisure for correspondence. I 


must not, however, delay to transmit the 
following information, which will produce, 
I am sure, in your breast, varied and pow- 
erful emotions. A few days since, I re- 
ceived, from a friend in the Canton de 
Vaud, a letter, of which 1 send you @ 
translation. 

** Since you were here, our parish has 
been blessed ; several persons have been 
added to the church of Christ, and several 
catechumens have received the word of 
the gospel, and are walking in the fear of 
bo Lord and the comforts of the Holy 

shost. 


Here the writer proceeds to give an ac- 
count of the signal succes of the gospel, 
in a numberof the adjacent towns, which 
we omit for the wantof room. ® 


** T should not easily terminate my let- 
ter, were I to mention all the instances of 
the power of the gospel that have oeccur- 
red ; but on the other hand, we have great 
cause for anxiety and affliction. The goy- 
ernment of the Canton has determined 
on open persecution, and has promulgated 
a decree which will affect us all; the ma- 
gistrates are ordered to prosecute all who 
provoke, or hold, or permit any religious 
meetings ; our persecutors and calumnia- 
tors will be our judges, and fine, and im- 
prisonment, and probably banishment, will 
be inflicted. We expect to be called be- 
fore the tribunals, to give a reason of the 
hope that isin us, and to bear in our bo- 
dies the brands of the Lord Jesus ; but the 
Lord is faithful, and he will make us ‘ as 
iron pillars and brazen wails,’ against our 
adversaries. (Jer. i, 18.) The church will 
be purified as by fire. Blessed be the » ord, 
who counts us worthy to suffer for his 
name ; may he enable us to endure all 
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things, as said St. Paul, for the elect’s 
sake, that they may obtain the sulvation 
that is in Jesus Christ with eternal glory. 
Strive with us by your prayers to our Hea- 
venly Father, that he may fill us with his 
spirit of fortitude, faith, prudesce, char- 
ity, patience and joy.” 

“I had scarcely read this letter, when I 
received a large printed placard contain- 
ing the Jrrete of the council of the state of 
Lausanne, and its printed circular to the 
magistrates of the Canten de Vaud, docu- 
ments worthy of the days of the Stuarts, 
or the authors of the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz. The principles and the 
very expressions of ancient persecutors 
are revived. The persons persecuted are 
desiznated by the term of reproach ap- 
plied to them by the rabble ; they are de- 
clared to be fanatics, to profess doctrines, 
and to adopt practices subversive of sound 
morality and social order, to divide fami- 
lies, andte bring into contempt the re- 
ligion of the state ;* they are therefore 
forbidden to hold any meetings, or to as- 
sociate in any manner whatever ; the ma- 
gistrates are ordered to dissolve by force, 
if necessary, any meetings that may be 
holden, and in all cases to prosecute in- 
stantly those who may perform any func- 
tion, those who may lend their rooms or 
premises for the purpose of meeting, and 
every individual forming part of the as- 
sembly ; and further, to punish with fines, 
imprisonment, &c. and with severity, all 
who may thus be found guilty ef con- 
versing, singing, praying, and expound- 
ing God’s word. No worship is to be al- 

lowed, save that of the state, no educa- 
' tion in fact, permitted but that prescribed 
by the government; and those who, after 
all this provocation, may absent them- 
selves from the churches, where their per- 
secutors preach, and withdraw their chil- 
dren from the schools where the agents of 
these persecutors preside, are denounced 
as enemies and rebels. 

O spirits of Farel, of Viret, and of Beza! 
could ye revisit these scenes of your suf- 
ferings and toil, these retreats of Hugue- 
nots, persecuted by edicts as impolitic- 
and as wicked—with what grief and indig- 
nation would yeu look on the men who 
have entered into your labours, and who 





* And the government thus pronouces 
on their doctrines and opinions, and 
garbled expressions used or said to have 
been used by the ministers, while it pre- 
tends not to meddle with theological sen- 
timents, or to limit liberty of conscience, 
or freedom of opinion, 
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owe their liberty and their power to op- 
press to the struggles and sorrows of your 
lives, and to the gospel ye preached. 

Three of the ministers of the carton, af- 
ter suspension or éxpulsion from the 
church, had petitioned the government 
for permission to imitate their brethren at 
Geneva, and establish a regular separate 
worship. The government has not only 
refused their prayer, but has decreed the 
unchristian and despotic prohibition of all 
means of religious edification. To its hon- 
our, the civil government of Geneva pur- 
sued a line of policy directly contrary to 
the system of the council of Lausanne. 
The government of Geneva allowed and 
protected, first, the succession and sepa- 
rate worship of M. Guers, Emssayty, &c. 
and subsequently that established by Mr. 
Malan; while the council of !.ausanne, 
pretending to greater piety and purer faith, 
has prohibited and denounced the most pri- 
vate social meetings of peaceable and pi- 
ous Christians. 

I do not mean to answer for evety shade 
of religious sentiment that may have been 
entertained, or for évery expression that 
may have been uttered by these persecu- 
ted minis'ers, nor for the perfect expedi- 
ency of every act of men goaded and irri- 
tated by calumny, by deprivation, and by 
insult, attacked by mobs, and assailed in 
their dwellings ; but I will pledge myself 
for that which is notorious, that they were 
devoted and exemplary christis »s—peace- 
able and submissive citizens—kind and be- 
nevolent neighbours—faithful and disin- 
terested ministers of the Lord Jesus; that 
they merit the protection and respect of 
their governors and otf their fellew-citi- 
zens, and the fellowship and love, and 
prayers, and support of all the real friends 
of the glorious reformation, and of all the 
real disciples of the despised and crucified 
Nazarene. 

As for the cause of Christ itself, my dear 
Sir, we know it is destined to triumph ; 
not only over the idolaters of the Southern 
Ocean—the colonists of the Antilles—and 
the Brahmins of India, but also over the 
Protestants of the Vaud. In Egypt, ‘‘ the 
more they afflicted them, the more they 
grew ;”’ andat Rome; the things that had 
‘* happened fell out to the furtherance of 
the gospel ;” but in the sufferings of our 
brethren, we ought to take an affection- 
ate and sympathetic interest , and for the 
fate of persecutors themselves, we ought 
to feel a solemn and benevolent concern. 
For myself, I cannot contemplate without 
pain and anxiety the present state, or the 
future prospects of the Swiss Confedera 
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tion, when Isee, in some cantons, pop- Church acknowledges the receipt of the 
ery as corrupt, as active, and as malignant sum of 1,424 dollars and 7 cents, for their 
as inthe days of the Reformation: in o- Theological seminary at Princeton, N. J. 
thers, aii abuse of Christian institutions, during the month of March last. 

and a genetal relaxation of Scriptural 

doctrine and Christian morality ; ir others, > 

the principles of religious liberty attacked, PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 


and the servants of God persecuted by ~ South America.—Our space does not 

. er- 
Protestant power aud Protestant clergy- mit us to go into details in regard to this 
men; when I see the whole confedera- interesting portion of our continent. Mex- 
tion selling the blood of its children to fo- jeg is convulsed by parties, and we think 
reign states, and hurrying their souls into the issue uncertain ; but hope that free- 
eternity in unholy combat for thé tipi Gom will prevail. The Brazils are also in 
of Jesuitsm and the Inquisition, I confess, agitation, and the issue doubtful. Our 
in proportion as I love Switzerland and minister, Mr. Rodney, has been received 
rever her histery, I tremble as I behold, at Buenos Ayres, with every demonstra- 
at the apprehenson of those judgments she tion of respect to him, and of exultation on 
may yet have to endure, and my hope for the part of those to whom he is sent asa 
her is only in that mercy which transcends plenipotentiary. On the western coast 
all our thoughts, and in that remnant the conflict in Peru and Chili continues. 
which the lord estimates out of all propor- Jy upper Peru, the patriots we believe— 
tion to the rules of human calculation. I githough the accounts are flatly contra- 





am, = dictory, have suffered a serious defeut. 
My dear Sir, ’ We hope that Bolivar may retrieve their 

Yours affectionately, losses. Ch. Adv 

MARK WILKS. { ; 


P.S.—-Since the publication of the order hig 
of the Council of State, M. R., one of the United States. —Our congress, during the 
most able and pious ministers of the can- past month, have been occupied on vari- 
ton, has resigned his benefice, and has in- ous subjects.—In the house of representa- 
formed the government, ‘‘ that he cannot tives, the tariff bill has claimed the prin- 
remain in a church which orders him to cipal attention, and is yet on the tapis. In 
persecute the ministers and the doctrines the senate, all the propositions for changes 
of Christ.” His example will be followed inthe constitution have been postponed 
by several of his brethren. for the present session. The subject of 
postponement, when under discussion, 
drew on a warm debate relative te caucus 
Ordained.—In Northampton, the Rev. meetings ef the members of congress.— 
Mark Tucker, as associate Pastor with The prevalence of the disease called Vari- 
the Rev. Solomon Williams. Officiating olsid, has not been as general throughout 
Clergy,—Res. Dr. Nott, of Union Col our country as we feared it would be. It 
lege ;—Rev. Dr. Lyman, of Hatfield ;— is fast vanishing from this country, and 
Rev. Mr. Williams ;—Rev. Mr. Wisner, we doubt net will soon be entirely extinct. 
of Boston ;—Rev. Mr. Williams, of East- The inhabitants ef our heaven favoured 
hampton. land have causes innumerable for gratitude 
jane to the Giver of every goed gift.—May the 
The Treasurer of the Trustees of the goodness of God lead us to repentance. 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 1b. 
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POETRY. 


{From Sacred Odes.| 
PSALM CXVII. PARAPHRASED. __ For now his mercy never ending 


Appearsall former bounds transcending ; 
His truth, unshook in ages past, 
To ev’ry coming age shall last. 


Ye nations, wheresoever found, 
Dispers’d o’er earth’s capacious round, 
pe 4 out - he the y rt - ag x Haste, your grateful tribute bring ; 
Bo san i let wero 2 rise ’ Hallow’d hymns of rapture sing ; 
To tha oouendl of the skies ; Let your choral voices raise 
Let your new-taught voices sing Hallelujabs to his praise. 
Praise to heay’n’s Eternal King. 








Poetry. 


FROM THE “‘ MARTYR OF ANTIOCH,” 
BY H. H. MILLMAN. 


HYMN. 


For thou didst die for me, O Son of God! 
By thee the threbing flesh of man was 
worn ; 
Thy naked feet the thorns of sorrow trod, 
And tempests beat thy houseless head 
forlorn : 
Thou that wert wont to stand 
Alone, on God’s right hand, [born. 
Before the ages were, the Eternal, eldest 


Thy birth-right in the world was pain and 
ief, 
Thy love’s return ingratitude and hate ; 
The limbs thou healest brought thee no re- 
lief, [thy fate ; 
The eyes thou openedst calmly viewed 
Thou, that wert wont to dwell 
In peace, tongue cannot tell, 
Nor heart conceive the bliss of thy celes- 
tial state. 


Thy dragg’d thee to the Roman’s solemn 
Hall, {dour sate ; 
Where the proud judge in purple splen- 
Thou stood’st a meek and patient criminal, 
Thy doom of death from human lips to 
wait ; 

Whose throne shall be the world 
in final ruin hurled, (fate. 
With all mankind to hear their everlasting 


Thou wert alone in that fierce multitude, 
When * Crucify him !” yell’d the gen- 
eral shout ; {rude, 
No hand to guard thee mid those insults 
No lip to bless in all that frantic rout ; 
Whose lightest whispered word 
The eraphim had heard, 
Anc adamantine arms frem all the heavens 
broke out, 


They bound thy temples with the twisted 
thorn, [pain, 
Thy bruised feet went languid on with 
The blood, from all thy flesh with scourges 
torn, {grain ; 
Deepen’d thy robe of mockery’s crmson 
Whose native vesture hright 
Was the unapproached light, 
The sandal of whose foot the rapid hurri- 
cane, 


They smote thy cheek with many 4 ruth- 
less palm, 
With the cold spear thy shuddering side 
they pierced, 
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The draught of bitterest gall was all the 
balm 
They gave, t’enhance thy unslaked, 
burn ng thirst : 
Thou, at whose words of peace 
Did pain and anguish cease, 
And the long buried dead their bonds of 
slumber burst, 


Low bow’d thy head convulsed, an droop’d 
in death, [ery ; 
Thy voice sent forth a sad and wailing 
Slow struggled from thy breast the part- 
ing breath, 
And every limb was rung with agony, 
That head, whose veilless blace 
Fill’d angels with amaze, 
When at that voice sprang forth the rolling 
suns on high. 


And thou wert laid within a narrow tomb, 
Thy clay-cold limbs with shrouding 
grave-cloths bound ; 
The sealed stone confirm’d thy mortal 
doom, {ground, 
Lone watchmen walk'd thy desert burial 
Whom heaven could not contain, 
Ner th’ immeasurable plain 
Of vast infinite enclose our circle round. 


For us, for us, thou didst endure the pain, 
And thy meek spirit bowed itself to 
shame, {stain ; 
To wash our souls from sin’s infecting 
T’ avert the father’s wrathful vengeance 
flame $ 
Thou, that couldst nothing win 
By saving worlds from sin, __ 
Nor aught of glory add to thy all-glorious 
name. 


ON DEATH. 


Hail, midnight horrors, awful gloom ! 
Ye silent regions of the tomb, 

My future peaceful bed : 
Here shall my weary eyes be clos’d, 
And all my sorrows lie repos’d 

In death’s eternal shade. 


Ye pale inhaitants of night, 
Before my intellectual sight, 
In solemn pomp ascend ! 
O tell! how trifling now appears, 
The train of idle hopes and fears 
That human life attend. 


Ye faithless idols of our sensc ! 
Here own how weak your vain pretence, 
Ye empty names of joy ! 
Your transient forms like shadows fly, 
Delusive to the mental eye, 
While ye the senses cloy. 
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Can wild ambition’s tyrant pow’r, 
Or ill got wealth’s unbounded store, 
The dread of death controul ? 
Can pleasure’s more bewitching charms, 
Avert or sooth the dire alarms 
That shake the parting soul ? 


Religion ! ere the hand of fate 
Shall make reflection plead to late, 
\ly erring senses teach, 
Amidst the flatt’ring hopes of youth, 
To meditate the solemn truth 
These awful scenes still preach. 


Ry thee sublim’d, the soul aspires 
Beyond these trifling low desires, 
With nobler views elate : 
Unmov’d: her future change surveys, 
And with intrepid courage pays 
The universal debt. 


Tn earth’s soft bosom sooth’d to rest, 
Thy children sleep, and the distrest 
Do there no quiet miss : 
Till the iast morn’s fair op’mng ray 
Unfolds the bright eternal day 
Of active life and bliss. 


mm 


IMPROMPTU, 
BY W. BR. TAPPAN, 


OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF HENRY JAN- 
SEN, ESQ.* 


Jansex, the wish was thine, to view 

His Court whose trophy is the tomb ; 

To scan the scenes that genius true 

Hath sketched with more than fancy’s 
gloom. 


Fate heard the prayer, ’twas worthy one 
Longing for iminortality ; 

And suddenly, thy labour done, 

Called thee to dread reality. 


* This gentleman having purchased a 
ticket of admission to Peale’s Painting of 
** The Court of Death,” exhibiting in the 
Capitol at Albany, while in the act of cross- 
ing the threshold leading to the roem, fell 
down and instantly expired. 

Mr. Jansen was at the time of his death, 
a member of the Convention of 1821, 
from the County of Ulster, which remod- 
led the Censtitution of this bog 
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Yet shall not terror o’er thee rule, 
Nor pzata retain his boasted prize ; 
His court was but the vestibule 
That led thee to thy native skies. 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 


In presenting to the public the 
first number of the Retierous Men- 
iror, the publishers cannot but in- 
dulge the hope, that it will meet 
with a friendly reception; and that 
it will be found enlisted in the cause 
of truth. For, with whatever de- 
fects or inacuracies it may be charge- 
able, it is confidently believed, that 
it will contain nothing which is ma- 
terially unscriptural. It is also ne- 
cessary to state, that the value of 
the work will be enhanced in pro- 
portion to the snppert which it re- 
ceives. For should sufficient en- 
couragement be given, we shall! im- 
port a considerable variety of the 
best European religious publica- 
tions ; which, with the contributiens 
of our correspondents, will furnish 
materials which will be calculated 
to ensure the work the approbation 
ofan enlightened community. With 
this explanation of our views, con- 
scious of the purity of our motives, 
and relying on the blessing of God, 
we send our Miscellany abroad to 
the world, hoping that it may be a 
humble instrument in promoting a- 
mong men, the cause of that king- 
dom whichis destined to prevail, and 
rule over the nations ; and in which 
all mankind are vitally interested. 








